Ts the Right worſhipful Sir Edward Boughton” 
Baronet, one of bis Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace, 
and a Depiity- Lievtenant for the County of War- 


wick, and now-a member of the honorable bouſe- 


of (, 9mmons. 


{ lonored Siv. 
rPHis ſmall thing, that is now vens- 
turing abroad into the world,doth 

in a more eſpecial manner belon 
unto you. Ic was born under your oo 
and that little (trength ic hath fince ga- 
thered, was in the ſame place, But a» 
Jas! it is: ſtill weak, and I fear, may nor 
meet with that kindneſs and tenderneſs 
of compaſſion, which an innocent In- 
{ant might in rcaſon expect. The pa- 
rent of it doth therefore humbly crave 
your patronage and protection; and he 
doth theleſs {cruplea giant of it, the re- 
quelt being made to a perlon that hath, 
been ever hoſpitable and charitable. And ' 


for this, Sir, you are {o eminent in your. 
own. 


own Country, that when (through the 
importunity of the whole Geatry of the 
County of YYarvick ) you did at length 
appear in the field as a competitor for a 
Knight of the Shire, 1 my felt heard 
divers ſay, that it was pitty, that a' Gen- 
tleman of ſo much Charity to the Poor, 
Should be raken out of the Country, Nay ! 
{ome did lay, that they would give their 
70tes againſt you mcerly pon this ſcore, 
to keepa Gentleman of ſuch liberality to 
the poor and hoſpitality to all others, ſtill 
amongſt them. Now Sir, the God of mer- 
cy and compaſlion reward you for it, by 
continuing his temporal bleſſings to you 
here, and with a Crown ot glocy hereaf- 
ter. And this $hall be the conſtant prayer 
of 


Your Worlſhips m6ſt humble 
and moſt obliged Servant 
Tto. CAddiriey. 
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To the Charitable, Chriſtian, and peaceably diſpoſed Reader. 


| Preface, which at firſt 1 looked ujon 15 w{cleſs, upon ſecond 
thoughts ſeemed little leſs then neceſſary. Not ſo much to 
amportune favor, as equity and juſtice from the Reader. 1 am not 
ignorant that moit things of the ſame nature with the enſuing 
tratf, though written hs, never ſo good intentions and meaning, 
are apt enough to be miſconſtrued by ſome ill diſpoſed jerſons , and 
the Authors of them, though earneſtly induitrious for peace and 
wnity, are ſure to be branded for the only diſturbers, Thoſe that 
go about to lay open the ſin and folly of ſome men, ſhall be ſure 10+ 
find cenſurers enough , andif they cannot find any thing more to ſay, 
yet this they will be ſure to inſinuate, that we write not fo much. 
out of zeal to the truth or love to diſſenters, as out of deſjzn of 
advancing our ſelves, and of Eclipſing the repute and fame of 0- 
thers. This, 1 know, hath been the common reward of ferſons, 
who for their excellent park's and pains have merited better things 
of them. And therefore 1 cannot much expett# any other return, 
If they have called the Maſter of the-Family Beelzebub, how much 
more will they call the Servant ſo? |But 1 prote#t, that my main 
deſign, in publiſhing theſe papers, was meerly to mind our diſſen- 
ters of the folly and (infulneſs of keeping up a Schiſm in the Church, 
and widening it's breaches, ſince it u apparent, that it makes way 
for the entrance of the common Enemy. Ani if any one ath -y:t- 
queſtion the truth of this, let him but ſeriouſly per#'e Doftor Oares 
his Narrative of the horrid Plot, and Conſpiracy of the Popiſh par- 
ty, and that will plainly evince it, and ſhew that theſe per ons 
are but the Inſtruments of the Papits to bring avout their ac- 


fiens. what dangers we hwve been in ( at leait) if we are not (o 


ſtill, of the Romans coming and taking away our place and Nats 
on, ſurely they cannot but ſee. But would to God that their eyes 
were once opened to diſcern, that their perſiſtance in their ſepar:- 

trom... 


py 


tion from us, makes their paſſage to it the more taſte, 'Sure' emmugh, 
our differences and diſſeutions are more then 4- little pleaſing to 
our adverſaries of Rome, who very wwch delight ts look on and 
ſee our ſcuffles, and. clip their hand; at the ſport, ſaying, Aha, [0 
would we have it. The Very manner f relating the contention 
betwixt Abraham's aud Lot's Ser: ants is very ovſerveable, Gen, 
I3..7. And there was a ſtrife between A'naham's Herdsmen,' 
and the Herdſmen of Lot's Cattel ; and the Canaanite and Periz» 
zite then dwelled in the Land. ' which ſurely was —_—_ by the 
Spirit of God, as no ſmall aggravation of the un{eaſonat leneſs of the 
Koike. But it is much to be thought, that th: Canaanite and the Pe- 
rizzite, or, that which is as bad, the Fry:r and the Feſuit, are mt 
meerly lookers on, but they hive a wery near intere,t in our ſtrifes, 
by ſtrong and ſecret influences, cauſing and Pore differences and 
contentions, and kindling ſparks into a flame. Surely the hand of Jo- 
ab &« in this matter, 

This then being (0 gp—_ what Chrijtian, much more, what Pro- 
_— Miniſter, could forbear a little ſharpneſs againſt our blind, or, 
that which « worſe, obſtinate diſſenters, who are the undoubted pro- 
moters of their own, and of the Church's ruin* 'I am net to be told, 
that the leait = againſt owr Non-Conforming Teachers, is enough 
ro pive any man the name of a well-wiſher to the Romaniſts, if not 
of a down-right Papiſt, amongſt their favorers and followers, And 
therefore here 1 w uld crave ſo much Charity from my Reader, 4s net 
to fauſter any ſuch thow;hts of me, and if for no other reaſon, yet for 
the (ake of the Letter annexed tothe enſuing diſcourſe Ana let me 
rell him this, that had it not been for the prevention of th:t calumny, 
I had ait publiſhed it, and that becauſe I could not think it any ways 
worthy of the Preſs. Having thus craved ſo much Charity if the Read- 
er, 1 ſhall readily admit bis peruſal of the enſuing pages of this Book, 
and ly that let him judge, whether or no 1 may aeſerve it, 


(2) 
Pſalm 122, Verſe 6. 
Pray for the Peace. of Jeruſalem. 


\ 6: Hat the Pſalms of Datid were Pen' at feve- 
ral times, and deſigned fcr leveral occaliors, 
is moſt unqueſtionably true. And let the con- 
dition of Chriltians,-either in their publick 
or private capacities, be almoſt whar it wall, 
they may ealily find out ſome Pſalm very 
proper and (ealonable for their rejiet. and com- 
| fort ; and ſuirable enough to that their pre- 
ſent condition. As men infeſted with ſeveral Diſcaſes and Di- 
ſtempers of Body, may find ſome Drugs and Medicines 1n the 
; Apothecarys Shop, to Purge out tho'e different humors that 
do moſt infeſt their .Bodies. So may Chriſtians find out ſome 
Portion of the Pjaims of David, that may Adminiſter ſome eaſe 
and comfort to them, under all or moſt of thoſe many troubles 
that are incident to Humane Life. And hence it is, as I ſuppole, 
that our Church hath ſo wiſely proportioned the Pſz/ms of Da- 
vid, that they may be read through once at leaſt in every Mcnth 
of the year, by the conſtant frequenters and attenders of her 
Service, that fo, by our frequent reading and obſerving the ſame, 
we might readily find out ſome Pſalm, either in the whole, or 
at leaſt in the greater.part of it, applicable to that our preſent 
conditicn. 

That this Pſalm, wherein my Text is, was Pend by Hcly 
David, is agreed upon by moſt Expolitors, And if you would 
know the time and cccafion of his Writing it, it is likewi'ecen- 
cluded by moſt to have been compoſed by him art ſuch time, 
when the Ark of God was moſt happily reſtored, and broug! t 
back by him to Jeruſalem. If you look into the 2 Sam. 6. 2, 
you will there, find, that the Ark of God was in the Hou'e of 
Abinadab in Gibeab, a High place in the City Baal:h of Fudzh , 
and from thence it was removed and carryed by David intorhe - 
B Houſe 
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Houſe of 0bed. Edom the Gittite,. who received a Bleſſing from 
God, together with all his Houſhold, by reaſon of the preſence 
of it, v. 19, 11, of that Chapter, But as Noah's Dove, when 
he ſent her out of the Ark, could find no reſting place for the 
ſole of her Feet, until the Waters were ſo abated that the dry 
ground appeared : So neither could the Ark of God find any 
reſt, either in the Houſe of Abinadab in Gibeah, or in the Houle 
of Obed Edom the Gittite, or any where elle, until it was brought 
into Feruſalem, the City of David, and there placed. Thither 
it was at length brought by Jſ-ae/ with joy and great gladneſs, 
with ſhouting, and with the noiſe of a Trumpet, v. 15, of the 
ſame Chapter, And it is (as I told you before) the opinion 
of moſt Expoſitors, that David compoled this Pſalm, and deli- 
ver'd it to be ſung at this ſolemnity, - This was a time of glad- 
neſs and great joy amongit them., the people, at it's approach, 
do (as it were) unanimouſly run to bid it welcome. And it 
was no ſooner ſetled amongſt them, but they do as unani- 
mouſlly defire to enter therein to pay their Thanks, and to per- 
form their Devotions. They ſtay not to be invited thither by 
the Prophet, neither was there any need of his Exhortation to- 
them to go, for they came on > to invite and exhort him 

willingneſs of theirs, the Holy 
Prophet was ſo well pleaſed, that he tells us, v. 1. of this Pſalm, 
that he was glad, / was glad (ayes he) nhen they ſaid unto me, 
let us go into the Mouſe of the Lord, And now that the Holy Pro- 
phet might not fear their wearineſs and inconſtancy in the per- 
formance of their Devotions, that he might not think that this 
their great: zeal would prove like the Morning Dew, quickly 
ſcatter'd and ſoon gone, that he might be fully aſſured and per- 
ſwaded of their perleverance and conſtancy in it, they preſently 
make this fhrm reſolution, v, 2. Our feet ſhall and in thy Gates, 
O [eruialem. This indeed was a very good way to keep the 
Ark of Gods Covenant amongſt them, and to ſecure it from be- 
ing again carried away Captive from them, For when any Na- 
tion or People do once begin to grow negligent and. weary in 


the 
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the performance of Religious Dutics, when once they become 
ſo backward and Nack, as to be indifferent whether they come 
or not at allunto them « though they do not hear that very voice 
that was heard a little before the Deſtruction of Ferwſa/em, a voice 
(as ſome think ) uttered by the Angels out of the Clouds, «he- 
amis hinc, let us flitand be gone, yet may they very juſtly fear 
the dreadful effects and {ad conſequences of it , that God will de- 
part, and that he will ſtay no longer with them, that he will 
take away his Word and his Goſpel, his Worſhip and his Ser- 
vice, (fo much flightcd and abuled) and all ſenie of Religion, 
and beſtow it upon a people that will bring forth the Frunts there- 
of. This the Holy Prophet very well underſtood, and therefore 
how greatly docs he rejoyze to hear their reſolutions of being 
conitanr in their Devotions. He could never forget the miſeries 
and troubles, the fears and diſtractions they were conſtantly in, 
while the Ark of God was under Captivity. And therefore, fee- 
ing that it was now once again moſt happily reſtored and fetled 
amongſt them, ſo that they might for ever after as happily en- 
joy the preſence of it, he puts them in mind , that m their 
Prayers and Devotions, they ſhould Pray for the peace of Jeru- 
 falem, or that they ſhould put up their Petitions unto God, for 
the proſperity and fafety of it. 

The words of my Text then in the whole are (as you ſec) 
an Exhortation of Holy David to the people, t& Pray for the Peace 
of Jeruſalem. 

n which Exhortation you may obſerve theſe Three particu- 
lars. 
Firſt, Here is a plain ſpecification of the thing for which he 
1mportunes their care, and that is Jeruſalem. 

Secondly, Here is an indication of the ation, by which they 
may evidence their love to it,. and their care of it, and that is 
by Prayer, And 

Thirdly, «{#, Here is the Bleſſing which in their Prayers and 
Petitions they ſhould. beg and requeſt of God for it, and that is 
peace. Pray for the peace of Jeruſalem. 

B 2 Before 
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(4) | 
Before I'come to treat of any particular point, it will be need- 
ful to ſpeak briefly of a very great miſtake, that 1s crept into 
the minds of many ignorant people, in reference to duties of 
this nature, Some there are that will tell us, that becauſe there 
is mertion made 'of Jeruſalem, and of the Ark of Gods covenant, 
and of a Temple and the like, being things long fince demoli- 
ſhed and gone, that this Exhortation therefore is of no obliga- 
tion at all unto them, that they are no ways concerned in 1t, 
and that it reached no further then juſt to thoſe to whom it 
was at firſt made, But the Apoſtle St, Paul hath told us, that 
whatſoever things were written aforetime, were written for our learn- 
ing, Rom. 15, 4, And again, in the 2. Tim. 3. 16, Thi all 
Scrirture is given by inſpiration of God,” and « profitable for Dottrine,' 
for reproef, - fer correttion, and in'trution in righteouſneſs. So that 
wmalthough we are not concern'd as to the mg -Rge.. of the 
words, yet as to the inward import of them, we are, and fo far 
we may conclude, that whatſoever was thus ſpoken untothem 
was ſpoken unto us, alſo, even to all Chriſtian people that ever 
were before us, or that ſhall ever come after us, that they ſhould 
pray for the peace, and unity, and ſafety of the holy Catholick 
Church, even to the end of the World. There is no qzeſtion 
to be made ( ſaid a Reverend Prelate and Martyr of our Church) 
but that the eye of the Prophet was fo clear, that he look'd quite 
through the Temple of Feruſa/em, which was but a Figure or 
Shadow of that which was to come, and ſaw Chriſt, his Church 
and Kingdom at the end of it. So that this Pſalm hath a great 
reach, and it is of a very largeextent , it reaches not only to the 
Jew but allo to the Chriſtian, not only to the Temple, but alſo 
to the Church. $9 that we now, as well as they then, may 
and muſt and oyght to pray for the peate of our Jeruſalem, 
By Feruſalem be is4ndeed meant, as well the State or bo- 
dy of the Kingdom, as the body of the Church. For after the 
Ark of God was placed there, it became not only the houſe of * 
Relizion or the Houſe of God, verſe the x, But alſo the houſe 
of the State or Kingdom, becaule there allo is. the Seat of Judg- 
ment, 


(5) 
ment, verſe the 5. And therefore it is our duty to pray for the 
peace of both, not only for the peace of the Church, but allo 
tor the peace of the Kingdom. But how rare a thing is it to 
meet with any, but what are ready, and willing enough to con- 
ſult the good of the State, and the peace and (atety of the King- - 
dom, becauſe the eſtates and lively hood both of them and theirs, 
doth very much depend upon it. , But alas! The thing which 
moſt men are moſt extreamly forgetful of, is the peace of the 
Church, they are bur little concerned at the rents and breach- 
es that are made in it ; never conlidering that if the Church be 
diſquieted and diſturbed, the State or Kingdom can never te at 
ace. | 
"The word here rendred, prey, is in the m—_— 'Eponirens, 
which ſignifies to.ask and enquire after, to labor and endeavor 
the good of any thing. Sonie would have it read querite, feek 
it and follow hard after it/ And then the ſenſe of the exhor- 
tation, will be much agreable with that of the holy Apoſtle Sr. 
Paul, Rom, 14. 19. Follow after, or muſt z:4lo« ly attend to thiſe 
things, that make for the peace of Jerulalem or the Church. By 
the word, peace, 15 here meant all kind of bleſſings, all manner 
of pry. Pacts romen generaliter accipitur pro lzto & felt 
ſtats (\ayes Molleyss in his expoſition of this P/a/m) the word 
peace is generally taken for a joyful and moſt happy State, be- 
cauſe,this is that which Crowns all other bleſhngs, and is above 
all others the moſt ro be deſired by us. | 

And now having thus lay'd open to you the meaning of theſe 
three terms here uſed in the Text, and thereby thew'd you what 
15 the impcrt of praying for the peace of Jeruſalem, 1 hall lay 
down, and proſecute this following obſervation, which is altoge- 
ther agigable, with it (ve. ) 

Obf. That, is a duty, highly concerning and much incumbent 
upon all Chriſtians, to endeavor the lafety, and to pray for the 
peace of the Church. I might here give you a large dilcourie 
of peace, and of the ſeveral benefirs of it. I might the you at 
large , that peace is abſolutely the. greateſt temporal bleCing, 

| that 
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that any people or nation can poſſibly partake. of. . It isa thing 
"lo good, that without it nothing can be good, with ir ( fays $9- 
lomen\) an handful of hearbs, without it an-houſe full of Sacri 
tices is not good, Pro. 17. I, Theſe things ( which 1 ſhall anon 
lightly touch at) I might infiſt upon at large, and rhereby en- 
gage, and perſwade you all to this great and important duty, of 
praying for the peace of Jeruſalem, or for the proſperity and 
tafety of the Church. But I queſtion not, but thar I ſhall effe- 
ctually engage you to it, and convince you all of the great ne- 
ceſſity of endeavoring the ſafety, and of praying for the peace 
of the Church, from thele following realons and conliderations, 
As 

1(t, It will appear to be a duty highly concerning, and much in- 
cumbent upon all Chriſtians, to endeavor the ſafety, and to pray 
for the peace of the Church, becauſeof thoſe many enemies which 
continually lay fiege againſt it, endeavoring to diſturb it's peace, 
and, as much as in them lyes, utterly to overthrow it. In the 
16 Chap. of St. Matthews Goſpel and the 18, verle, When our 
Saviour Chriſt (upon St. Peters acknowledgment, and confeſſi- 
on of his being the true Meir, and the fon of the living God ) 
told him, thou art Peter, and upon this Rock (1, e.) upon this con- 
feſſion, which thou, whoſe name ſignifies a Rock or Stone, haſt 
made, 1 will buila my Church ; and withal made that promiſe, that 
the Gates of Hell (1.e.) all the power and ſtrength, wiſdom and 
policy, authority and empire in the world, no, not the grave or 
Satan himſelf, which proverbially are (aid to be irrefiſtable, ſhou!d 
ever prevail againit it, or deſtroy it. By this promiſe, I fay, he 
does :n{inuate and inform us thus much, that thoſe open Gates, 
and Gates of Hell,gape not wider for any thing than for it. Though 
the Ark of God was ſetled in Jeruſalem, and though the people 
(as you have hexrd)) were (o relolvedly conſtant 1n the perfor- 
mance of their devotions , yet the holy Prophet knew, that the 
Fhiliſtines, thoſe enemies of God and of his Church, waited only 


f.,r an opportunity of taking it again Captive: And therefore up- 


on this account, or more eſpecially for this reaſon, pray ( ſays he) 
| or 
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for the peace of Jeruſalem, No ſooger had the Apoſtles planted the 
Chriſtian Church, but the Gnoſlicks, the followers of Simon Ma- . 
gas, that firſt f the Church;- preſently ſowed their Tares 
of diſcord and diſſention in it, and raiſed up the —— Jews 
in every City, and in every place, where they might be ſuffered 
for to come, to diſquiet and diſturb it. And hence were all thoſe 

thetick exhortations laid down by the Apoſtles, in their ſeveral 

piſtles to the ſeveral Churches, of following the things that 
make for peace, of _——_— amangſ(t themſelves, of keeping 
the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, and the like. That they 
ſhonld by no means, hearken to any of thoſe Sowers of diſcord and 
ſedition, though they made never lo fair a ſhew, and ſpecious pre- 
tence of piety and holineſs. Who came indeed ( according to 
our Saviour's prediction) in Sheeps cloathing, as the true Pro- 
phets of old uſed todo, thereby pretending the greateſt innocen- 
cy and meekneſs that could be, but inwardly they are ravenous 
Wolves, they deſign nothing in the concluſion but devouring and 
rapacity, Saint Paw4, at that viſitation'of his Brethren held at A14- 
letum, and recorded in the 20, Chap. of the 4s of the Apoſtles, 
after he had told them of his going up to Fer»/alem, and of the bonds 
and afflitions, which, by the tel{timony of the holy Ghoſt, in every 
City, ſhould attend him there , he commits tothem the care of his 
flock, charges them to feed the Church of God, which he had pur- 
chaſed with his own blood, and to be the more careful and watchful 
over it, for this reaſon, becauſe that after his departure, grievous 
Wolves would enter in amongſt them, not ſparing the flock , and 
men would ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things to draw away Diſciples 
after them ( z, e. ) becauſe they would ſoon be ſolicited with falſe 
Teachers, ſeducing the faithtul, and.doin __ miſchief amongſt 
them. The Chriſtian Church, by reaſon of that falſe Doctrine of $i- 
mou Mazus and the Gnoſticks,which ſpread like leaven, or, like the 
Leprofie quickly overrun the whole body of the Church , and by 
reaſon of thoſe grievous perſecutions of it by the heathen Emperors, 
ſoon after the firſt plantation of it, may not unfitly be compared, to 


that Man-child of which the Woman Travelled, Revel.12,4. Which 
was 


(8) 
was ready to be devoured as ſoon as ever it was born, Had it not 
been for the extraordinary aſſiſtance of Divine Providence, the 
Church "of Chriſt could never have been planked , and when ir 
avas planted, is could never have been prelerved, had not Go 
himſclt moſt muraculoully upheld it. For on the one hand, the 
heathen Emperors, Nero and Domitian, Maxentius and Diccleſian, 
and the relt of thoſe that make uþ thac decuplum flaze/inm Dei, that 
Ten-{tringed Scourge of God, ſought to batter it down by violence, 
and to ſuppreſsit. And on the other hand, Simon Mags and his 
followers, by ſowing thei Weeds and Tares ſought ty choke it, 
or atleaſt, to ſtop the growth of that Vine planred by Gods own 
right hand, and by their ſecret workings to undermine it, The 
tormer, like the Wild Boar out of the Wood, fought to root it 
up ; the latter, 'like the little but cunning Foxes, tought for to 
devour her Grapes, And therefore the Church of God, may a- 
gain be very well compared to that hou!e ( inthe __ that 
was built upon the Rocks, A/atth. 7. 25, It has hitherto, an4 
it ſhall for ever ſtand firm and unſhaken, though the rain ſtill de tends, 
the Flonds come, and the winds do ſtill blow and beat upon it, It's 
true indeed, the Church oof GoJ has ever fiace the time of Conſtan- 
tine the great, the firit of all the Roman Emperors, that publick- 
ly owned and emibraced Chriſtianity, enjoyed ſome halcyonian 
days, days of peace, and of ſome freedom from thoſe former 
bloody per'ecutions. But till the- Devil hath other Inſtruments 
and Engines at work, either by violence to batter it down, -or 
ele by Hereſie, and Schiſm, and Diviſion, and other politick con- 
trivances, ſecretly to undermine at, As Saint Paul, at his firſt be- 
ing at Athens, was encoumered by two different SeRs of Phtloſo- 


ſed by two differing enemics, the Papitts on the one hard, and 
the dilſenting SeRar1's among us on the other, And as it was 
heretofore, E'hraim againſt Mavaſſes,and Manaſſes agninit Efhrairg, 
but both againſt Ju4zb , S» the Papiſts make a great clamor and 
out-cry 3g iin{t our SeRtaries, and 94 Settaries Cry out as eager- 
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ly m>_ the Papiſts, when as they are both of them really and 
truely againſt the true Church of God, And by this means, alas! 
they do contribute too much towards the growth and encreale of 
_ other, and indeed (as might-eafily be made-out) to the 
growth and encreaſe of Atheiſm, and of all manner of wicked- 
neſs and profaneneſs, So that for this realon, I ſay,-it will appear 
to be a duty highly concerning, and much incumbent upon all . 
Chriſtians, to endeavor the ſatery, and to pray for the peace of 
the Church, becauſe of thole many- enemies, which continually 
lay feige againſt it, endeavoring to diſturb it's peave and utterly 

to overthrow-it. 
2ly. It will 7 4 ws to bea duty highly concerning &c, becauſe 
the peace and ſafety of the State and Kingdom, does very much 
dagps upoh-it., Herel may ask St. Fames his queſti5n ; whence 
;,me wars and fightings among you 5 Whence haveall thoſe Wars 
and Broils and Bloody Maſlacres, which have happened within 
leſs then one Century of years, in ſeveral of our neighbor-nations, 
proceeded, 'but only trom diverſity of opinion in Religion? Whence 
proceeded our own late civil, yet molt uncivil and unnatural 
Wars, wherein ſome-Hundreds of Thouſands loſt their lives, when 
Brother fought againſt Brother , Father againſt 'Son, and Son 
againſt 'Father, but only from the ſame-diverſity of opinion in 
Religion, and about the Worſhip and Service of God « From 
whence ſprings, that inveterate and implacable maliceof the Pa- 
piſtsat this preſent, even to the endeavoring of the utter deſtructi- 
on of our King and Kingdom, but only from a { falſe) ſuppoſal 
of our being Hereticks in religion, and (chiſmaticks in the Church? 
Ut fratrum odia ſint acerrima, fic eorwm fere qui conſortes aliquinds 
ejuſdens religionis, ſays the learned Zypfims: As the hatred of Bro- 
thers, 4f once they fall out, is the moſt inveterate and irrecon- 
cileable, ſo none do more envy and hte one another then perlons 
that have been, but now are not of rhe ſame opinion in matters 
of Religion. This indeed ought not to be, eſpecially amongt 
Chriſtians, whoſe Religion enjoins- them, not only to bear with 
one another, and to bexeady to do all as of kindneſs one for a- 
C | nother, 
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nother, but alſo to love their very enemies, to do good to them 
that hate them, and to pray for them-that do deſpitetully uſe them, 
But alas!this is too too little obſerved ; and the orher(vi& envy and 
hatred, deſpite and malice, evil ſpeaking and ſlandering, and the 
like, are the moſt uſual and ordinary efte&ts and conſequences of 
difference in Religion, If you look but into the 9. Chap. of St. 
Lukes Goſpel, and compare it with the 4. Chap. of St. Johns, you 
will find all that I now ſpeak of to be true. The Fews and the 
Samaritans, were of a different opinion as to the place of Gods 
Worſhip. The one thought Fer»ſa/e to be the only place for it, 
the other Mount Geri//n. And therefore our Saviour Chriſt com- 
ing to a Village of the Samaritans, becauſe he did but ſcem to 
them to be going towards Fer»ſal/em, they would not ſo much as 
give him the leaſt kind reception , and entertainment among(t 
them, Did any but ſeem-to them to be Jews, or to be going to- * 
wards Feruſalem, they ſhall neither have meat, nor drink, nox 
lodging, they may ſtarve for any relief they are-like to find from 
them, How # it, that thou, being a Jew, ( ſays the Samaritan wo- 
man to our Saviour Chriſt) askesÞ drink of me, who am a woman of 
Samaria * For the Jews have no dealings, #0 communication or fami- 
liarity with the Samaritans, And: as the Samaritans dealt thus 
unkindly with the Jews, meerly becauſe of their diſſenting from 
them in Religion, ſo the Jews, even Fames and Fobn, two of our- 
Saviour'pimmediate Diſciples and Attendants, ſhewed as great, or 
rather greater malice againſt the Samaritans,and that too upon the 
ſame account, becaule. of their diſſenting from them in matters of 
Religion : What ! will they not give entertainment to the Savi- 
our of the world, to the Lord of Life, and to the Prince of Glory ? 
Let us call for fire ro come down from Heaven to conſume them, 
Are they Fews? let them then ſtarve, ſays the one, are they $4- 
maritans? Burn them, ſays the other. This is the fruit, and 
ſowre fruit indeed of difſention-in Religion ; and this is the ſpi- 
rit, the Dijabolical ſpirit indeed, it makes men commonly of. And 
now ye your ſelves ſhall judge, whether it's poſſible, for that State 
or: Kingdom to.continue long in peace and fafety, . where there is 


great 
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great difference 'in Religion. Certainly there can be but little 
peace, ſince it renders men thus malicious and inveterate one a- 
gainſt another. If ſome of the Bells of Aaron be rung backwards, 
and madeto jangle, it portends no leſs then a combuſtion in the 
Kingdom. Turbata religio politiams twrbat, is another laying of the 
learned Lypfiws z a ſaying which I am contident the Papiſts make 
reat reckoning of, do but divide them in their opinions about 
cligion, and then the Kingdom mult needs fall into diſorder and 
:onfuſion, If there be no peace in the Church, there is but little 
to beh for in the State, And therefore for this reaſon allo, 
it will highly concern us all, to endeavor the ſafety, and to pray 
for the peace of the Church, becauſe the peace and fafery of rhe 

State or Kingdom doth very much depend upon it. Again 
3ly and «4, Ir will appear to bea m_ concerning, and 
much iacumbeat upon &c. becauſe of t ed and happy et- 
fects and fruits of it, Had we but peace and unity and an ami- 
cable agreement amongſt our ſelves, we need not then ſo much 
fear all the cunningſt plots of the Jeſuits, that are hatched in the 
conclave of Rome, - aced by ther Emiſlaries here ; who, as our 
Saviour Chriſt ſays of the Scribes and a » do compals Sea 
and Land to make a Proſelite, and afterwards make him ſeven fold 
more the Child of the Devil than he was before, And as we need 
not then fear the Plots of the Jeſuits, had we but unity amongſt 
our ſelves; ſo ſhould we moſt readily and willingly, and without 
the leaſt compulſion and conſtraint, lay aſide all private meetings 
and unlawful aſſemblies, We ſhould all go to the houſe of God 
as friends, Pſal. 55. 5. and meet as the Apoſtles did at the de-' 
(cent of the holy Ghoſt upon them, A#s 2. with one accord in 
one place, Behold, how good and pleaſant a thing it is ( ſays 
holy David) Brethren to dwell tozether in waity ! Certainly, were 
but the bleſſed effects of peace, and the pleaſant fruits of uniry, 
once taſted, and throughty reliſhed by us, it would prove effe- 
cual to the provoking of all men, to lay afide all thoſe little picks 
and quarrels, and i moſt unreaſonable complaints, which 
they make againſt our Church, and to unite againſt that common 
"M C 2 enemy 
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enemy, who ſo m_—_ endeavors the ruin of it, but knows 
withal that there 15 no iter way, whereby this can poſſibly. 
be effeted, then by fomenting thoſe little differences that are a- 
mong(t us, and by blowing up thoſe lytle ſparks into a flame , 
which we alas ! of our ſelves are too too apt to kindle. As the 
concurrence of multitude of Hereſies, and mutability in Religion 
( as a late Learned and judicious writer obſerves) was a means to 
bring in Antichriſt , ſo the preſent differences and animoſities a- 
mong[t our ſelves, fomented by the Factors of Rowe, will have 
no ſmall tendency to bring back the infallible Chair, For people 
(as he very well goes on to prove it) will accept of a quiet har- 
bor, though upon hard conditions, rather then be afflicted with 
continual toſſings in Stormy Seas. *Tis natural to man to covet 
any quiet Land, rather then to dwell with the terror of a conti- 
nual Earth-Quake. How mightily that party hath encreaſed upon 
us of late years, I think I need not, becauſe the former and the 
very late endeavors of the higher powers to ſuppreſs them, do ſuf- 
ficiently tell us. And from whence, the encreaſe of that party 
doth undoubtedly. proceed; I have ( according to the judgment 
of all our late writers) now ſhew'd you. Andif God Almighty 
ſhould again ſuffer that common enemy, toenter in at the breach- 
es we have made amongſt our ſelves ( as a juſt and deſerved pu- 
niſhment upon us for it) then (to uſe the words of the Learned 
Door Stillingfleet,) ſhould we begin to wiſh, that we had ſooner 
known the difference, between the reaſonable commands of our 
own Church, and the intollerable Tyranny of a forreign and uſur- 
ped power, between the ſoft and gentle hands: of a mother, and 
the iron ſinews of an-Executioner, betwixt the utmoſt rigor of our 
Laws, and the leaſt and mildelt of an inquiſition. None can ever 
be ſufficiently ſenſible-of the bleſſed e of the peace of the .. 
Church, as thoſe that are deprived of it, Peace indeed is better 
known by want than uſe, and is thought moſt worthy the having 
by them, who have it not, Let but your fancy therefore lead you 
for a while, from the conſideration of your own preſent peace, 
into ſome Kingdom rouling in Blood, and into ſome _ in- 
eſted 
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feſted with Perſecution. Ask them.-who are divided by the Sword 
which are rofting at the flames, torturing upon the Rack , ſuch 
as the Apoſtle St, Paw/ ſpeaks of inthe 2 1. Chap. of his Epiſtle to 
the Hebrews, As are forcedto wander about, in Sheep-skins and geat- 
skins, to hide themſelves in Dens and Caves of the Earth, being de- 
ftitute, afflifted and tormented. Ask ſuch as thoſe, I ſay, what a 
bleſſed and happy a State it is, to liye in the Fellowſhip and 
Communion of Tack a Church as ours is, wherein the word. of 
God is truly and ſincerely, not raſhl unpremeditately Preach- 
ed, the Sacraments rightly and duly, and not irreverently given 
and received, where there is nothing enj tence but 
what is altogether agreeable with the preſcribed rule, and canon.of 
holy Scripture. If you ſhould ask them this queſtion, 1 am per- 
{waded, that they would be ready toreturn you an aniwer in thoſe 
words of holy David, Pſalm. 144. 15. Happy are the People- that 
are in ſuch « ca(e , or elſe in thoſe words ot our Saviour Chriſt, 
Luke 19. 42. That you did but know in this yeur day, the things that 
do belong wnto your jeace before it be-too late, before they are hid 
from your eyes. And thus you ſee the ſeveral reaſons, why it doth 
ſo highly concern us all to endeavor the ſafety, and to pray for 
the peace of the Church, 1. becauſe of thoſe many enemies, 
which lay ſeige againſt it, endeavoring to diſturb it's peace and 
utterly to overthrow ir; 21y. becauſe the peace and fatery of the 
State and Kingdom doth very much _ upon it, And laſtly, 
becauſe of the bleſſed effects and happy fruits of peace. 

Let us now ſee what uſes may be made of this point. | 

Yſe-1. Firſt then, Is it ſo that ir is a duty of ſo great concern- 
ment to us all, to endeavor the ſafety and to pray for. the peace 
of theChurch : How cautious and careful ſhould we all then be, 
in avoiding all fuch who endeavor to break the peace of it, and - 
ro ſow diviſion and difſention in it? Look upon that exhortation of 
the Apoſtle St. Paw/, which I ſhall make ule of at this time unto 
you all, in the 16. Chap. of his Epiſtle ro the Remans and the 17: 
verſe, Tbeſeech yow, Brethren, mark them which cauſe drviſions and 
offences, contrary to the Doctrine ye have learned, and avoid them. 
For 
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For verſe the 18, Theythat are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Feſws Chrift, 
but their own telly, and by good words and fair ſpeethes deceive the 
hearts of the ſimple. much like unto this, 1s, warning 
given us by our Saviour Chriſt, Matth. 7. 15. Beware of falſe 
t 


Prophets, which come to you in Sheeps-clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravenous Woltes , ye ſhall know them by their fruits, (1. e.) it you 
do but oblerve and weigh the Dorines, which they will endea- 
vor to infuſe into you ( not ſuddenly but by degrees, and as ſoon 
asever they are got into ſome power and authority with you) you 
may eaſily diſcover what they are. If they endeavor to infule ir- 
to you, higher degrees of all kind of piety towards God, and 
charity towards your neighbor, you may then reſolve that they 
are ſent from God ; but if their deſign be to infule into their fol- 
- lowers anyp ſeeds of impiety, injuſtice, uncleannels, uncharita- 
blenels, ſedition, rebellion, diſobedience to Governors, and the 
like, be ſure then that they are falle Prophets, ſuch as ſeek to di- 
{turb the peace of the Church, and to embrotl the Kingdom in 
trouble. And therefore beware of ſuch as theſe, and avoid them. 
And let us not only avoid them, but alſo pray againſt them, as 
againſt thoſe that have evil will at our $0», that they may never 
{ucceed,or proſper in their intended deſign of breaking and diſturb- 
ing the peace of owr Jeruſalem.” 

2. Secondly, A ſecond uſe which we may make of this point 
may be this, 1s it ſo, that it isa duty ſo highly concerning, and 
incumbent upon all Chriſtians, to endeavor the lafety and to pray 
for the peace of the Church : How juſtly blameable then, nay ? 
how wretchedly ſinful is it in any to be diſturbers of it's Peace and 
Llnity, and to make it their main buſineſs, to make the rents and 
breaches of it wider * This Church of ours (like the poor Tra- 
veller, in the Parable, that was going down from Fers/alem to 
Jerico) hath had the hard fortune, to fall amongſt mercileſs Thieves 
2nd Robbers, who have not only ftript her of her Raiment, and 
I:tt her too naked, but they have wounded her too, and left her 
(in a manner) half dexd, And too many there are, who, though 
profeſledly her fons, areyet fo indificrent, and cool in their affe- 
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happen to Travel tar way when th yew thy tay percars 

appen to Travel that way w yes, may 
vouchlafe to caſt a look wm but. then they preſently paſs 
on the other ſide. Though theſe can never be reckon'd am 
her friends, for can any man perſwade me, that that 15 
my fiiend, who when he either ſees or hears me grolly wronged 
and abuſed, will only ſtand and look on, as al r UNCONCern- 
ed for me? So that, I fay, although theſe perions can never be 
reckon'd amongſt her friends, yet they are not her worſt enemies 
neither, for others there are that are far more unmerciful to her 
ſtill, who inſtead of having compaſſion on her, inſtead of comin 
to her (like the good Samariten 1n the forenamed parable ) to bin 
up her wounds, and to pour in Oyle and Wine, the moſt healing 
and comfortable Medicines, ſeek rather for ſalt and vinegar, the 
moſt corroding and fretting ingredients, and all on purpole to keep 
the wound al open, to make the cure the harder. That 
there are too too many ſuch _—_ us, we find by ſad and wo- 
ful experience, . But would to that not only thoſe, who pals 
her by ſo unconcerned and indiffereat, would conſider how unac- 
ceptable and unpleafing ſuch a luke-warm, treacherouus temper is 
to God, and whether this be any better then to be aſhamed of him 
before men ; but -alfo thoſe, thoſe eſpecially, who do thus en- 
deavor to keep open at leaſt, if not to widen her differences alſo, 
would ymely conſider, not only the maniteit folly, but alſo the 
cxtream Mntulneſs and the inexcuſable impiety of it. As for the 
folly of it, that has been already evinced, in that they make way 
by theſe breaches, for the common enemy to enter in amongſt us, 
whom yet they ſeem the moit zealouſly to hate and fear, And 
then as for the (infulnels of it, there is nothing ſure that can more 
calily be made appear. For it our Saviour Chriſt hath promiſed 
the greateſt bleſſing to thole that are Peace-makers, even to be cal- 
led the ſons of God, np we may from hence moſt realv- 
nably infer and conclude, that no leſs then the po punithment 
and curſe, ſhall be the reward and portion of all ſuch, as do pro- 
mote and encourage diſcord and dulention z And ſure I am, that 


there 
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there is no puniſhment-for any thing but what is ſinful, But in 
regard, this isa _—_ which many men are not fo fully- convin- 
_ of, or at leaſt, do not ſo well conſider, as they ſhould and 
ought, I thall beg leave tvenlarge alittle further upon it. That 
this {in of dividing the Church, is a fin of avery deep dye, and 
of nolittle guilt cannot well be doubted by any man, For why 
thould our Saviour Chriſt have taken io much care to prevent-it, 
had it been but a ſmall matter ? 'Why ſhould he have took ſo much 

ains (ashe did) with his Apoſtles, to inſtrut them through- 

y, that ſo th _— not diſagree or thwart one another in an 
thing, when they ſhould come to deliver his mind unto the world, 
if it had not been of a dangerous and (inful conſequence for them, 
to have fallen out, and to bave divided one from another? He 
that conſiders, how ardently he prayed for them, not long before 
he lefothe world, that they might be at Unity and Peace among? 
themſelves, will never doubt but that it had been ſinful, and dan- 
gerous for them to have jarr'd and fan out, John 17. 11, Holy 
Father, keep through thine own name, thoſe whom thou haſt gs en me, 
that they may be one, as we are. And as our Saviour Chriſt uſed 
the greateſt care, ſo the Apoſtles after him ſhewed no leſs dili- 
gence and circumſpe&ion to prevent it. They were earneſtly 
induſtrious, to ſtop all beginnings of Schiſm in the Church, ro 
heal all breaches, and-to take away all occaſion of Diviſion from 
amongſt rheir Diſciples and followers. When the Apoſtle St. 
Panl \;card of the diviſions that were-riſen in the Church of Co- 
riath, he lends a-very ſharp reproof for it. Now in this thatT 
declare wnto you, 'I praiſe you -not {( z.e,) 1 very much blame and 
reprove you for ic tor the phraſe there nſed is a 27ciofts, and hath 
mere in the meaning then is e preſſed, And what is that whick 
he {© highly reproved them for 2 Why it is for this, when ye come 
rogether in the Church, 1 hear that there be diviſions among you, 
1. Cor. 11. 18, And if the Apoſtles were thus caretul and cir-* 
cum{pect to prevent 'it, and fo tharply reproved thoſe that were 
onitty of it, wecan never imagine, but that they iooked upon 
thoſe as very ill men, who fomented a Schilm and Diviſion in 
the 
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the Church. But this is not all neither. Let us conſider a little 
further, what odious names and appellations they have beſtowed 
upon {chiſm and diviſion, They call it carnality, they call it rhe 
work of the Fleſh, nay ! They call it the very work oft the Devil. 


'Whereas there is among you envying, and ſtrife, and divitions, 


are ye not carnal? 1. Cor. 3. 3. - And again verſe 4. while one 
ſaith, I am of Paul, and another, 1 am of Apollos, are ye not carnal * 
And it that rule be true, noſcitur ex ſocio -- .-- we may nearly guels 
what a man 1s, by the company he uſually keeps, rhen we may 
alſo gnels of the evil of this fin, of caufing variance and leditions, 
by thole, and thoſe no FeccadiUlo;, with which the Apoſtle hath 
conjoyned them.” Now the works of the fleſh ( ſays St Paul) ave 
manifeſt, which are theſe, Adultery, Formieation, Uncleanne(s, Laſti- 
viowſneſs, Idolatry, witch:raft, Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, 
Strife, Seaitions, Hereſies, and lo on, inthe 5. Chap. of his Epi- 
ſtle to the Galathians 19. 20, veries. And then verie the 21, he 
tells us what: will be the puniſhment of this (in, of caufing vari- 
ance and (editions, as well as of the reſt, no leis then an utrer de- 
privation of the Kingdom of Heaven ; of the which ( ſays he) 1 
tell you, asI have allo told you 1n time paſt, that they which do 
ſuch things ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God. One of the 
main things which we lay to the charge of the Church of Rome, 
and of which I do verily believe they are guilty, is ldulatry, Burt 
I would ro God, that all that lay that fin to their charge, would 
conſider, that this fin of making a ſchiſm and diviſions in the 
Church, is reckon'd up by the Apoſtle in the ſame Catalogue. 
And therefore though they may not receive that puniſhment, of 
not inheriting the Kingdom of God, as Idolaters, yet as Schilma- 
ticks and dividers of the Church, they may. And lo to, though 
they renounce all communion and fellow thip with them here, yer 
they cannot fail, if they perſiſt in it, of being made their compa- 
nions 1n that pit of darkne(s hereafter : Though they ſeem to hate 
and_ abhorr one another ſo much, as to grate their teeth one a- 
gainſt another in deſpnte and anger, yet ler them take heed, that 
they mect not one another in thoſe Everlzſting Burnings, - where 
| D they 
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they ſhall weep and wail, and gnaſh their teeth too; the one for 
his [dolatry, the other for —_—_— ſchiſm and diviſion in the 


Church. Thus we ſee what an ill Character the Writings of ho- 
ly men, that were infpired from above, have given us of ſchiſm, 
And if we ſhould trace the ſenſe of the Church a little further, 
we ſhould find that the primitive Fathers, held this fin in no leſs 
abhorrence and deteſtation, and that they thought it equal with 
the moſt notorious fins, even ſuch as were reckon'd up by the A- 
_=— forenamed. Bur I ſhall forbear, and only remember you 

ow evident and apparent it is, that to make a Schiſm in the 
Church of God, and to promote and encourage diviſions 1n it, is 
2 ſin of a very deepdye ; which appears both from our Saviour's 
care, and the diligence and circumſpettion of the Apoſtles to pre- 
vent itz from the odious names and appellations they have beſtow- 
ed upon it, and the puniſhment which they have threatned for it, 
And therefore we may ( with the greateſt ſeriouſnels) ſay unto 
tho'e who do promote and encourage diviſion, and do all they 
can to widen the differences in the Church, to thoſe we may ſay, 
as St, Pawl and Barna5.cs (aid to the men of Zyſrs in another cale, 
Aﬀs 14. 15. Sirs? why do you theſe things? why will ye thus 
make, and ſtill foment and carry on a ſchiſm and diviſion in the 
Church? But here they think to wipe of all that is thus ſaid a- 
gainſt them, by telling us that their departure or ſeparation from 
our Church, is altogether involuntary, and that they cannot hold 
commiunion with us without ſin, ſo that, when we ſay to them, 
why do ye theſe things? They are preſently ready to reply, in 
thoſe words of David to Eliah, 1. Sam. 17, 29, What have we 
dine ? What evil is there in what we do? Is there not a caule 7 
Hive we not ſufficient reaſon for it * Here therefore we have an 
occaſion given, to examine their pleas and pretences for their {e- 
prration, and to ſee, if they can in the leaſt juſtifie or excuſe them- 
ſelves in it. T ſhall not waſt ſo much time, or, trouble your pa- 
tience lo far, 2s to ſpeak particularly, to every little exception 
they make agiinſt our Church, for they are generally fo weak 
and ſenlele(s, that they themſelves are become almoſt aſhamed - 
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inſiſt any longer upon them. I ſhall therefore paſs all ſuch by, 1 
ſhall not ſtay ſo long as to tyth their mint and cumin, for it 
will ſcarcg be worth the while ; but come directly the weightt- 
er matters, which ( they themſelves lay ) they have to object a- 
gainſt us. And becauſe they are ſo well known to take all occa- 
l10ns and opportunities, to infuſe ſuch things into the heads of 
their Di(ciples and followers, not only ia their meetings and con- 
venticles, but to creep into private Canilies and to infet them 
allo; it will be more neceſſary to ſpeak ſomewhat to them, by 
way of prevention to ſuch as are not yet infected, and by way of 
cure (it poſſible) to ſuch as are, 

The very ſtrength of all their obje&ions againſt our Church, 
and their greateſt pleas for their ſeparating dividing from it, 
may briefly be drawn up under two heads, which I ſhall firſt lay 


down, and thea return as brizf an anſwer as the ſubject is capable 


of, 

Firſt, they ſay, that this Church doth too nearly comply with 
the Church of Rome, and is not wholly cleanſed from u's ſuper- 
ſRitions. And 

Secondly,that this Church commands and enjoins thoſe ceremo- 
nies in it's worſhip and ſervice, which are no where commanded 
by God,and therefore it is meerly will worſhip,which is condemned 
by the Apoſtle,and therefore cannot be comply'd with wirhour :fings. 

Firſt then, they fay, that this Church doth too nearly comply 
with the Church of Rome, and is not wholly cleanſed from it's 
ſuperſtitions. The charge indeed is great, and were it as true, 
as it is utterly falſe and malicious, it would not only juſtifie their 
ſeparation from it, but alſo moſt juſtly exaſperate the minds of 
all men againſt it, But itis moſt certain that all is not popery, 
that is in uſe and practice in the Roman Church ; and if we ſhould 
once reſolve, to follow nothing that is uſed and practiſed there, 
we muſt then reſolve not only to forbear to ſay our pom and 
to lift upour eyes to Heaven, but alſo to lay aſide the very pro- 
fellion of Chriſtianity its ſelf, as (I remember TON Ingy that 
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ſomewhat to this purpoſe. And therefore ſo long as there arc no 
other things uſed in our Church, but ſuch as were generally re- 
ceived by all Chriſtian Churches, and by the Romang too, but 
long before ſhe left her firſt love, and ſo became vitiated and cor- 
rupted , this charge of -Popery is very unjuſt and utterly unreaſo- 
nable. Bet not to dwell _— in anſwering this objeion 
let but any perſon ſeriouſly conſider theſe two things, and then 
he will moſt readily acquit her from this charge, and ſave both 
my ſelf and all others any further trouble, 1ſt. Let him conſider, 
that if this Church were any ways affianced to that of Rome, I 
mean as to any thing that 1s truely ſuperſtitious and ſinful, cer- 
tainly there had 'not been a man of all thoſe pious, Learned and | 
conſcientious Divines, 1a Queen Mary's days, that would have \ 
Sacrificed their eſtates and lives, in teſtimony of the purity and 
uncorruptneſs of it. The Devil, though he was a lyar from the 
beginning, yet in this he ſpake truth, s&iz for skin, and all that 
a man hath will he give for his life, Job.'2, 4+ And the Apo- 
ſtle St. Pal, ſpeaking of the extraordinary love of Chriſt, in lay- 
ing down his life for us ſinners, tells us, Rom, 5. 7. That ſearce- 
ly for a righteous man will one dye, yet peradventure for a good man 
ſome would even dare to dye, intimating thereby that none will go 
ſo far, as tolay down their lives, for any thing but what they are 
ſtrongly opinionated to be good and holy, If therefore this Church, 
in it's firſt reformation, and from whence ſhe hath never deviated, 
ſave only in ſome few things, in meer condeſcention to our weak 
Brethren, and I hope they will eafily forgive her that wrong ; I 
lay, if this Church had then retained any thing ſinful, Surely we 
can never imagine that Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer, and divers 
others ſhould have been fo prodigal of their blood, as to pour it 
out in teſtimony of the goodneſs and purity of it, To fay that 
we have greater light now, and that: we do eſpy thoſe deformi- 
ties in it, which they, at that time, were not aware of, is to 
charge thoſe holy men with ignorance and blindneſs ( which is 
but an ill requital ) who were as quickſighted, as holy and con- 
ſcientious as any of our greateſt zealots and pretenders now. But 


Second- 
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Secondly, if there be any perſon that entertains any ſuch ſuſpition 
of our Church, as that it complyes too nearly with that of Rome, 
let him tell me, in the next place, why thoſe of the Romiſh Church 
ſhould not only withdraw themſelves frem ours, as any one that 
doth not wilfully ſhut his eyes may plainly ſee they do, but alſo 
bear the moſt implacable ſpite and ſpleen againſt it , greater in- 
deed, far greater, then againſt any ſe& or party whatſoever, f 
ye were L the world (hays our Saviour Chriſt to his Diſciples ) 
the world would love his own, but becauſe ye are not of the 
world, but 1 have choſen you out of the world, therefore the 
world hateth you, Fohn 15. 19, And lo may we argue much af- 
ter the ſame manner here, if this Church was any ways of the 
Church of Rome, the Church of Kome would rather love then hate 
it, but becauſe this Church 1s nct of the Church of Rome, there- 
fore doth the Church of Rome (o greatly hate it. This very con- 
ſideration, I ſay, together with < former, will moſt clearly vin- 
dicate and acquit it, in the judgment of every honeſt and unpre- 
judiced perſon , from that firſt obje&tion which is ſo commonly 
made againſt it, (viz )it's too near complyance with the Church of 
Rome, and it's ſuperſtitions. Again 

Secondly, their ſecond obje&tion is this, That this Church com- 
mands, and enjoyns thoſe ceremonies in her worſhip and ſervice, 
which are no where commanded by God, and therefore it is meer- 
ly will-worſhip, which is condemned by the Apoſtle, and cannot 
be comply'd with without ſin. 

Before Ican return any anſwer to this objeQtion, I muſt take it 
| inpieces, and ſhew what it is we own, and what we utterly dil- 
own and deny, That this Church doth enjoyn ſame ceremonies 
in her ſervice, which God hath no where particularly and preciſe- 
ly commanded, that we own, but that ſhe is therefore guilty of 
that will-worſhip, which is condemned by the Apoſtle, that we 
deny, But why, I wonder, ſhould they lay fo great ſtreſs upon 
this objeion, as they commonly do? What can be more ealily 
anſwered 2 What though God hath not particularly and precilely 


commanded ſuch ceremonies * What is all this to their papel 
nco 
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fince he hath commanded by his Apoſtle, in the 1, Cor, 14, wt, 
Thit all things ſhould be done decestly and in order ? And therefore 
ſo lonz as the Church enjoynes , no other then ſuch as 
tend mrerly to the preſervation of decency and order , 
What fault can any man juſtly find with her for it * It 1s altoge- 
ther impoſſible to perform any worſhip ro God without ſome ce- 
remonizs. He that goes to his devotions, though but 1n his clo- 
ſer, muſt uſe the” ceremony either of fitting, or ſtanding, or 


kneeling , and one of theſe is as much a ceremony as the other. 


He that ſtands as Riff as the Pharilee is as ceremoniuus, as he 
that kneels with the Apoſtle, or, lyes proſtrate with our Saviour, 
And therefore theſe perſons that exclaim ſo much, againſt a cerec 
mony muſt needs be dvnyzmein, not only acculers but condemn- 
ers of themlelves too, if ever they ſay their prayers, Seing there- 
fore that the worſhip of God cannot be pertormed without ſome ce- 
remonies, and fince any of them is in itsſelt as lawful as the other, 
the ſuperior ſurely may appoint, which he in reaſon and conſcience 
thinks moſt fitting.andin {o doing he commands nothing unlawful; 
And he that doth diſobey any of theſe things,after it is ſo commanc- 
ed and appointed,can neverexcule himſ-lt trom that fin of di'obedi- 
ence to Governors, And if he be puniſhed for it, he hath noreaſon 
to think that he ſuffers for doing well, for he is but buffered for his 
faults, and what glory is it (fays the Apoſtle) though he takes it pa- 
tiently 7 1, Pet, 2. 20, But to male ſhort of the bulice's , Let us but 
take the ſame Courſe with theſe people as Nathan did with Datid,z, 
$4, 12. or,as our Saviour did with the Priefts and Elders,in the 2 1, 
Chap.of St. Marth, Goſpel (5.e,) Let us but ſtate the caſe to them un- 
der 2 di'guile, and I am periwaded, that they w1i'l readily enough 
acquit their govern rs from all faults, tn enjoyning ſome harin- 
les and indifferent ceremonies, and condemn themtieives fer not 
obeying the fame, Let us (when ever opportunity ſerves) pur 
the cai'c thus unto them. Suppoſe that you, that are maſters of 
families, Nwuld command your children and houthold, to appear 
before you at ſuch a time, and at ſuch a place, and there to joyn 
with you to worthip God in ſuch a poſture, and by the ule of 

ſuch 
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ſuch a prayer, which you have compoſed in conſideration of their 
weakneſs, and that they might all ſpeak the ſame things. This 
you have given ſufficient notice of, and none can pretend igno- 
rance of it. Suppoſe now that ſome of them ſhould come and 
tell you, that you exceed your bounds, that you take too much 
upon you, in reſtraining them thus of their liberty, and in tying 
them up fo ſtrictly to the uſe of tuch things, as God has no where 
commanded,but hath left them altogether free, Suppoſe one,thar 
is4 little more ſawcy and confident than the reſt, ſhould venture 
to tell you, that if you intend to have his company at your pray- 
ers, they ſhall then be at ſuch an hour, and not at that time 
which you have appointed. A ſecond, encourag'd by the example 
of the other, tells you that your Prayers (hall be 1a luch a Room, 
and not where you have ordered. Another comes and asks you, 
what you have todo to appoint the poſture or the habit, 1n which 
their Prayers ſhall be performed , he is reſolv'd to come in what 
drels he pleaſes, and there either to fit, or ſtand, or loll at his 
pleaſure, not ſo much for his eaſe, as meerly to croſs you, and 
to ſhew that he will not do, as you order and preicribe. Whar, 
I pray, would you now think of thele people : What would you, 
their Maſters and Governors, do to ſuch ſervants * Would you 
think that you your ſelves had done any thing amils herein, or 
that you had done more then you could juſtifie, and ſo beg their 
pardon , or, would you not rather look upon them as a comp2- 
ny of unmannerly ſervants, would you not handle them a lirtle 
ruffly for ſuch ſaucine(s, and put them out of your houſes, as per- 
ſons unkit to live in any civiliſed families? ſure enough they would, 
And then we may preſently come upon them with a, ye are the 
men ; you are theſe very ſawcy, refra&ory ſervants. For a king- 
d>m is but a larger tamily, over which the Prince is the Govern- 
or and maſter. And therefore. when he hath by his Laws enjoyn- 
ed ſuch and ſuch ceremonies, as are no ways contrary to the com- 
mands of God, you that diſobey your Prince in theſe things, do 
juſtife your own children and fervants in their dilobedtence"to 


your ſelves. But come, and let us reaſon together a little f _ , 
why 
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why may. not Chriſtian Kings ule the ſame authority, as the Kings 
of Jſracl and Judah did { Produce your cauſe, bring forth your 
ſtrongelt realons. Shew us when and where, and þow they loſt 
fuch authority. This ſeems to be no leis a right then what is 
tounded in nature, and approved of by God himlelf. Abraham 
{ball become a great and mighty Nation ( ſays God ) and then it fol- 
lows, I know that he will command his ch:ldren and his houſhold after 
him, to keep the way of the Lord, Gen. 18. 18, 19, There is no- 
thing more plain, then thac the Governors and Princes of Judah 
did exerciſe ſuch power , and that it did of right belong unto 
them, And this 1s a thing that hath been often proved beyond 
all contradi&tion z eſpecially in a late piece called, the modern 
pleas for comprehenſion, toleration cc. To which I ſhall refer 
my reader, Thus you fee, that this objection againſt oar Church, 
of enjoyning ſome ceremonies, which are no where particularly 
and preciſely commanded by God, 1s of no validity at all, And 
that in regard the worſhip of God cannot be performed without 
ſome ccremonie, and who fo fit (1n order to the avoiding of 
confuſion) to determine in this caſe as our Governors, to whom 
: God hath enjuyned obedience, and told us that we muſt ſubmit 
to every ordinance of man for his ſake ? In regard, the Church 
doth no more then what every Maſter of a family doth expe&, 
from his children and ſervants. And in regard too, that it is no 
more then what hath been done by Kings and Princes in the Old 
Teltameut. And T am ſure, that they can never prove, that they 
hive been diveſted of this power in the new. And that we ma 
not pals the leaſt part of the objetion unanſwered, I ſhall, in a 
tew words, ſhew you, that this 15 not that will-worſhip which is 
condemned by St, Pant, and thereforethey cannot have the leaſt 
ſh1dow of reaſon, to ſeparate from our Church upon this account, 
and fo diſturb the peace of our Jeruſalem, If you look+into the 
2. Chap, of St. Pauls Epiſtle to the Coloſ, you will find, verſe 18. 
That the Apoſtle forbids the worſhipping of Angels, as a bold in- 
vention of men, for which there was no revelation. From thence 
lic proceeds to {peak againſt ſuch ſuperſtitious people, as did for- 
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bid marriage, and the cating of ſome ſorts of meat, as in them- 
ſelves utterly unlawful. Aud thoſe that were of thus humor, lic 
directly-<charges ( verſe 23 ) with wall-w orſhip, Sp that it 45 ve- 
ry plain, that thoſe perlons whom he charges with wi:l-worlkup, 
are ſuch as do enjoyn or command any thing to be done or not 
done, as if it were the will and command of God, he ſhould be lo 
ſerved, when it is but a mcer conſtitution of the wall of man, 
and enjoyned for ſome prudent conſiderations. Now all che world 
mult needs acquit our Church from this, when ſhe hath plainly 
declared (as it 15 in the preface to"the Common Prayer-Book ) 
that none of theſe ceremonies are impoſel, under the notion of 
neceſſary or religious, but are of an indifferent nature, and only 
uſed, as decent and comely 'in the judgment of the preſent Go- 
vernors, who may alter thele things, and conſtitute others in their 
ſtead when they ſe: fir, which they could not do, did they louk 
npon them as things in themſelves neceſſary. And thus have we 
fully an[wered the main objections, which are commonly made 
againſt our Church, and ſhewed, that it hath no afhance at all 
with the Church of Rome, in any thing that is finful, And that 
the enjoyning ſome ceremonies, which God hath not particular- 
ly and preciſely commanded, is not that will-worſhip which is 
condemned by the Apoſtle , and thcrefore we may reafſume what 
we did at firſt lay down, and ſay, that to ſeparate and divide 
from this Church, upon ſuch accounts, is highly blamcablc in any, 
nay ! _— finful. | 
But what, if after all this, we ſhould undertake to ſhew that 
theſe are but meer pretences, and that the great maintainers of a 
ſeparation from our Church, have not realiy any ſuch thoughts 
of her, but yet, leaſt rhe- people ſhould ſulpet their ſeparation 
from her to be cauſeleſs, they are willing tharthey ſhould think 
ſo of her. Alas! how commonly hath the world becn deluded 
by ſpecious pretences* When Mary anointed our Saviours fcer 
with a pound of Spikenard, which ( ſays the Text ) was very colt- 
ly; Judas cryes out of a waſt, tells them that the Ointment might 
have been ſold for an hundred pany and.givea tothe poor. Here 
indeed 


(26) 
indeed was a fair pretence (viz) charity to the Poor, But St; 
F-bz the Evangeliſt tells us, that this was but a meer out-{ide, a 
meer pretence, and that covetouſneſs was the true caule of his 
muttering againſt it ; for this he ſuid ( ſays St. John ) not that be 
cared for the poor ; but becauſe he was 4 Thief, and had the bag,and 
bare what w« put therein, Fohn 12, 6,. And (0 too, we have a 
great deal of reaſon to think, that the real cauſes of the ſeparati- 
on from our Church, and of the clamor that is made againſt ir, 
are quice otherwiſe then what is commonly pretended, It will 
be worth a while therefore, to ſearch a little into the trac caw- 
ſes of our diviſions, becauſe we ſhall thereby diſcover the true i- 
mages of things, through thoſe dark miſts, which cunning but 
ungodly men, have endeavored to caſt before the eyes of the vul- 
gar ; we ſhall hereby diſcern how ſadly the ignorant, bur 
well-meaning, vulgar, are deluded with meer pretences , and 
that while their teachers cry, conſcience, conſcience , it is meer- 
ly their own luſts that promote and carry on divitons in the 
Church. 

But becauſe thoſe that ſeparate and divide from our Church, 
are commonly diſtinguiſhed into a two-fold rank and order, the 
teaching and leading men, and the filly and deluded vulgar , we 
ſhall therefore reckon up the cauſes under a two-fold head, and 
ſhew, that ſome of them are to be appropriated to the one, and 
ſome to the other. And leaſt thoſe leading men, who think them- 
ſelves ſome body in their own conceit, ſhould take it in great 
dudgen, if they ſhould be pur off to the laſt, and that we may not 
offend them in this, we ſhall therefore ſpeak ro then in the firſt 

lace, 

r, Firſt then, the firſt cauſe or reaſon of theſe perſons ſeparating 
from the Church, and conſequently diſturbing the peace and us» 
nity of it, ray be an ambitious and aſpiring ſpirit : There is no 
queſtion to be made, but that there have been, and are ſtill ma- 
ny ſuch men in the world, who, viewing themſelves in a falſe 
glaſs, do ( Pigmalion like) fall in love with their own parts, and 
- froman overweening; conceit of them, they will not only _ 

em 
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them themſelyc;, but expe that all the world ſhou!d adore them 
too z and thole that do not (ce as much in them as they do 1s 
themſelves, they conclude that all ſuch are blinded by emulation 
and envy. From this over-weaning conceic of themielves comes 
a fancy, that noacare ſo worthily deſerving of the more hono- 
rable places in the Church, as they. And when they come to 
make ſuit and claim for (ſuch places, it rhey happen to be pur by, 
agd others ( perhaps more delerving } to be preterred before them, 
This very thing (hall preſently put them iato a rage, they wall 
forthwith bethink themſelves of a revenge, they will hereupoa 
ſtudy, how to make themſelves conſiderable at the coſt of thole, 
who, they judged, did conlider them too little. And hcreupoa 
they will contrive ſome fair pretence todraw a party after them, 
and make a faction. Thus we are told, how that Arrius miſſing 
of a prelation to the order and dignity of a Biſhop ( Alexander be- 
ing preferr'd before him) he broatch'd, and troubled the Church 
with an heretical opinion, whereby he denyed the Divinity of 
our Saviour Chriſt. And ſome conceive, that the occafion of Ter- 
tullian's defeFtion from the true Faith, and of his fall ro Monta- 
xiſm w3s, becauſe that after the death of Agrippinus, he ſufferr'd 
a repulſe, aud was put by the Biſhoprick of Carthage. I could 
das divers inſtances of the like kind, were it at all needful. 
But it is much to be thought, that our preſent age will afford too 
_—_— that it would turn us out too many perions, who have 
choſe to ſet up a party againſt the Church, and to be leaders of a 
faction, meerly becauſe they might not be Governors of it, and 
could not fatisfie or content themſelves with what their Govern- 
ors thought them deſerving. But what a fad thing is it, and 
how unchriſtian too, for men (who pretend to be holyer and 
more conſcientious then others ) to abuſe and delude the world 
ſo grolly, as to pretend that their ſeparating from the Church, is 
upon the account of conſcience ; when it is meerly from an over- 
weaning Cconceit of their abilities, that they are wiſer and better 
then ot and will therefore diſturb the peace of the Church, 


if they are not preferred before others. Is this humor in the leaſt 
E 2 anſwe- 
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anſwerable to our Saviours Command, of Learning of him, who 
was lowly in heart? Marth. 11. 29, Or doth it any ways an- 
ſer his Apoſtles charge, that in lowlineſs of mind we eſtcem 0- 
thers better then our (elves? phillip. 6 ® Certainly had they 
not quite laid aſide, and forgotten ſome of the weightier precepts 
of the Goſpel, they would quickly lay aſide that vain fondneſs 
they have for themſelves, they would caſt air eye upon their de- 
tormities, as well as upon their excellencies ; and then they would 
begin a little to contract their plumes, and think others as good, 
if not b2tter thenthemſelves, and no longer diſturb: the peace of 
the Church, upon this account, becauie they have not thoſe ho- 
norable places in it, which they vainly and groundleſly think they 
do delerve, 

Secondly, a ſecond cauſe or reaſon of theſe perſons ſeparating .. 
from the Church, aad conſequently diſturbing the peace and unt- 
ty of it, is intereſt, or, the deſire of gaining riches and money, 
what ſin is there indeed that the charming force of thele will not 
perſwade ſome men to * Fudas betrayed his Maſter for Thirty Pie- 
ces of Silver, and the Husbandmen (in the parable) inſtigate 
and prompt each other to murder, and to kill the heir, to get the 
inheritance to themſelves, The love of money (ſays the Apoſtle ) 
is the root of all evil, 1. Tim, 6. 10. And therefore, why may it 
not be ſuppoſed to be the root of this evil we are now ſpeaking of 
(viz) of the diſturbance of the peace of the Church * Nay ! he 
that reads but the next words following, in the Text forenamed, 
will find that the Apoſtlehath aſſerted as much himſelf. The love 
of money (ſays he) i the root of all evil, which while ſome 
hrwe coveted after, they have erred from the Faith. And the ſame 
Apoſtle, St. Pawl, hath left an inſtance of it upon record, 2, Tim, 
4. to, Demas hath forſaken me, hwving loved this preſent world, 
There is no queſtion, but that ſome of thoſe Poctrines, which 
make the partition wall betwixt us and the Church of Rome ſome- 
what higher, and which they are ſo zealous to-maintain, are owe- 
ing meerly to intereſt, and to the profit they get by them, As 
I could inſtance in their Doctrines about purgatory, about par- 
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dons and indulgences, their Praying for the Dead, and ſuch like ; 
which would certainly fall to the ground, were it not for their 
intereſt and profit to uphold rhem... And there is as little queſti- 
on to be made, but that moſt of the zealous Preachers in the le- 
parated congregations, would ſoon return to that Church, which 
an: have caulſelly left and forſaken, were it not for the profit 
and advantage they reap by it. They find a more fruitful crop, 
as to temporal advantage, by ſowing in thoſe by-fields and unlaw- 
ful encloſures, then they could expect by laboring in Gods Vane- 
yard, where aloue they ought to have been true Laborers and 
work-men, Though I will not fay, that rhe Diſciples and fol- 
lowers of theſe men do fo highly affet them, as to pluck our 
their eyes for their ſakes, as St. Paw! tells us the Galathrens, once 
would have done for his, yet it is eaſy to be oblerved, by any 
that will but alittle inquire into it, that their liberality and boun- 
ty is ſo great towards them, that many of them will almoſt ſtarve 
themſelves and their families, to feed and to cloth their admired 
teachers, they will leave themſelves neither (crip, nor ſhoves, nor 
purſe, rather then not be contributers towards filling the purſes 
of thoſe, whom they look upon to be-the only ſoul-laving reach- 
ers. They make bur little conſcience to rob their Pariſh Miniſters 
of their Dues, to beſtow them upon theſe Houle Preachers. I ike 
the wicked ſons of A4th1/iah the uſurper, they take away the de- 
dicated things from the houſe of God, to beſtow them upon Baa- 
lim, 2, Chro. 24. 7. And while they find their admirers (o boun- 
tiful to them, it's ao wonder if they continue their ſeparation from 
the Church, and uſe their utmoſt endeavors to keep up a faftion, 
which (it's well known) affords more prohr to the greater parc 
of them, then rhoſe livings which the bet of chem held, durins 
the fad times of confuſion, So long as they can. by this cratr, 
get ſuch a plentiful livelyhood, it's no wonder , if (like the Silver- 
imiths at Etheſws) they decry Apoſtolical Doftrine and Govern- 
ment it's ſelf, and cry up their own fancies, as the cnly Dian?s 
to be worſhipped. But would to God theſe perions wonld time- 


ly conſider, what is like to be the fue of this ; whether this be 
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any better then to make gain their godlineſs, and what it can 
profic, though chey ſhould gain the whole world, and loſe their 
own fouls at leait, if not the ſouls of others too thereby at the laſt, 
Would they would conſider how much alike they are, to the 
Prieſts and Prophets: ot ſrc, ſpoken of by the Prophet Micah, 
Chap. 3. 11. Whodid teach for bire, and Divine for money (1.C,) 
they taught ſuch Do&rines as they knew to be moſt plealing to 
their hearers, not regarding the truth, and that too meerly tor 
the ſake of profit, And yet will theſe too (as well as they) 
lean upon the Lord and fay, is not the Lord amongſt us? None 
evil can come upon us. But let them read the next verſe, and 
ſee what is like to be the iſſue and event of this : Therefore ſball 
as for your ſakes te plowed like a field, and Jeruſalem ſhall become 
eaps. But 

bs wit, A third cauſe or reaſon of theſe perions ſeparating 
from our Church, and conſequently diſturbing the peace and uni- 
ty of it, isa fond and unjuſtihable defire of preſerving their repu- 
tation and credit. I do not deſign hereby to blame any man, for 
uſing his utmoſt care to keep a good name, becaule it is a thing 
ſo tender, that (like a glaſs that is broken and ſhatter'd in pieces ) 
if it be once loſt, it is very hardly recovered, A good name is 
rather to be choſen then great riches, ſays Solomon. It is a pearl 
of ſuch ineſtimable value, that there is no man that truly weighs 
it, but would (with the Merchant in the parable) part with all 
he hath rather then go without it. It is not this, I (ay, that 1 
do in the leaſt deſign to ſpeak againſt, But there are a ſort of per- 
ſons in the world that are much to be blamed, who having once 
eſpouſed an opinion, having once been patrons of a cauſe, and a- 
bettors of a fation, and having thereby procured the name of 
zealous and holy men, we may as ſoon remove mountains as per- 
ſwade them to renounce that cauſe, though never ſo much convin- 
ced of the unjuſtifiablenels of it; and all becauſe (as they phraſe it ) 
they thall thereby give ſcandal to the wor'd, but, 19 plain terms, 
it is becaule they (hall for ever loſe that name, and reputation 


they have gotten for it, That this is the plain Englifh 0 = - 
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ſineſs, whatever is to the contrary, will moſt evidently 
a » If we may but look alittle back to what hath heretofore 
pulſed, Time was, when molt of our diſſenting teachers, might 

ave kept their livings upon their conformity. This favor was 
ofterr'd to them (though but little deſerving ut) by our I 
Prince upon his return to his undoubted rights. Upon this,how 
notorious is it, that they met together to conſult and debate upon 
it, They perſwaded the people, that they ſpent their time in 
faſting and ſeeking God to dire& their conſciences, but we have 
more reaſon to think, that they were conſulting their own credir, 
and whether, upon their conformity, the e would not only 
deride them but hate them too, for ſetting up thoſe things upon 
deliberation, which they before had raſhly and unadviſedly pull'd 
down. We can never imagine that they could be ſtrangers to 
the Government and Diſcipline of the Church, un'els we will 
make them of the number of thoſe, who ſpoke evil of thoſe things 
they underſtood not. We can never imagine, that they could be 
ignorant of what would be required of them, before they could 
be admitted into it. - And therefore, if ic was {o plain a bufinels 
that there conſciences would not ſuffer them to contorm, why did 
Wy at very firſt profeſs it openly, and tell the world as much 
without any more ado? and without ſo many meetings and de- 
bates about it * No! no! they then thought ( what ſome of chem 
have plainly enough declared fince) that they did nor (cruple 
what we do, bur only they thought it unhandſome (45. e.) not 
for their credit for them to do it. Bur ſurely, if it be better for 
a man, that kath been overtaken in a fault to confels it, and to 
do ſono more, asI ſuppoſe rhey will none of them deny ; thea 
1s it better too for them to renounce thoſe erroneous tenets, which 
occalion'd their former diſlike of our Church, and to evidence 
that they were miſtaken by their free and open complyance with 
it, And this would be fo farr from procuring thame, in the 
thoughts of all ſober and conſidering men, that it would be very 
much their glory, Let them call to mind the many examples of 


this kind that have gone before them, Let them. but pers th 
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Auſtine's retraations, and there they'l find a copy which I could 
with they would imitate and write after. Let them conſider, whe- 
ther 2 little falſe glory be of weight enough, to be pur in the 
{ſcale againſt the peace of the Church. It they have not an 
mfallibility amongſt them equal with that of Rome, they will 
think, that they might be midaken and deceived. Let them view 
that place of Sr, Pau/, and apply it to themſelves, 1. Cor, 13. 11, 
when 1 was a Child, 1 ſpake us a Child, 1 wnderſtooa as a Child, 1 
thought as a Ch'ld, but when 1 betame a man, 1 put away Childijh 
thing, If theſe and ſuch like conſiderations wilt not work upon 
them, to renounce and forſake their tormer errors, for fear of 
loſing their reputation, of being called wavering men, and time- 
ſervers and the like , certainly they are of a quice different ſtrain 
from the Apoſtles, ho rejoxced that they were counted worthy ts [uf- 
fer ſhame for Gods ſake, Ats5. 41, and areto be ranked amongſt 
thc ſ: timerous rulers of the Jews, ( John 12) who believed on cur 
Saviour Chriſt, but becauſe of the Pharilees, they dd not confeſs him, 
beirgloters of the praiſe of men more then of the praiſe of God, And 
thus have Inow ſhew'd you what are the true cauſes and reaſons 
of the ſeparation from our Church, and coniequently of the diſtur- 
bince of it's peace and unity, as to the teaching and leading part 
of onr diſlenters, 

I proceed now to ſpeak of the ſecond ſort of our diſſenters, thoſe 
thit for'ake the publick aſſembiies, and fo diſturb the unity and 
peace of the Church (+) the well meaning, but ignorant and 
celuded vulgar, 

As. firſt of all, the firſt cauſe or reaſon of theſe perſons diſlike of 
our Church, and conſequently of. their ſeparation from it, 1s 
prejudice ; whereby 1 mean that which proceeds from education. 
It is certainly true, that nothing makes a deeper impreſſion upon 
ns, nothing 15 more-h-rd y routed out, then thoſe documents and 
inſttruftions which we reccive in our intancy and Child-hood, 

Ono ſemel eff imbuta recens [ervabit odorem tefta ain 

The veſſel retains a guſt or tin&ure of that liquor that was firſt 
put into it, The firit principles we 1mbibe are. not commonly 
writte1 
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written in ſand, to be defaced by every blaft of wind ; but they 
are commonly as durable, as if they were engraved with an iroa. 
pen in braſs or marble. It is a commoa expreſſton among't us, 
that poſſeſſion is an eleven points of the Law. Bur (ure enough, 
that perſon that huh the educition and training up of Children 
in any Religion, hath odds envugh againſt any other that ſhall 
come afrer him, for while the wax was warm and lofr, he clape 
I13 ſeal upon it, and that impreſſion, we know, cannot eaſily be 
alrered. Prejudice is fo fore an evil, that it will render the moſt 
convincing teſtimonies ineffectual, And of this the Fews, in re- 
jeting the Mrfſizs, 15 an everlaſting inſtance. There was not (o 
much as one ſingle circumitance, either of time or place, of lineage 
or deicent, of Doctrine or miracles, which their own writings 
had foreztold him by, but he aniwer'd it exaftly. But they hav- 
ing in1bibed an opinion, that the Meſſizs wits to be a great tem- 
poral Price, that ſhould fight their Battels and free them from 
all ſlavery; becauſe they could not diſcover this in him, rhey 
therefore became blind as to all other CharaRters. It then it 
farcd fo ill with our Saviour himſelf upon the account of preju- 
dice, what wonder is it, if the Church of Enzland be celpited and 
rcjeted too upgn the lame ſcore « How commonly hath this 
Church ( which is abſolutely the beſt reformed Church through- 
out the whole {world ) been branded with the odious names, of 
ſuperſtition afſd Popery, from which (as I have ſhewed) ſhe is 
the moſt inxocent and free * How commonly have perions, in our 
late ſad tinfcs, been trained up 'in an utter abhorrence of her ? 
How frequently have we found ſome perlons fo pre;udiced and in- 
cenled againſt her, that, if we go about to undeceive them, and 
to give them better informatidn. they will look upon us as their 
utter enemies, and they are ready to cry out to us (as the pcſle!- 
ſed did toour Saviour 1a the Goſpel) what have we to do with 
you? Are you come to torment us? alrogether forgetting that 
caution of St. John, 1. Fohn 4. 1. Oftrying the ſpirits, whether 
they be of Godor no; and that fora very good reaſon which he 


hath there laid down, becauſe there are many falſe Prophets that 
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are gone out into the world, Moſt ad it is to think that yoos 
Souls ſhould be fo obſtinate, and ſo reſolutely unwilling to hear 
good inſtructions, and that they ſhould be thus afraid of thoſe 
that mean nothing but their good, They have been taught from 
their cradle to think ill of this Church, and ia that they think 
themſelves wiſe envugh, and who is he that can be admitted to 
inſtru& them ? But alas ! this is that which will highly aggravate 
their fault, and make it indelible. For upon this account it was, 
that our Saviour told the Phariſees, Fohn 9. 41. If ye were blind, 
ye ſhould have no fin, but now ye ſay, we (ee, therefore your fin re- 
maineth, This then, 1ſay, is the firſt cauſe or reaſon of thele per- 
ſons diſlike of our Church, and conlequently of their ſeparation 
from it (viz) prejudice, 

Secondly, A ſecond cauſe or reaſon of theſe perſons diſlike of 
our Church, and conſequently of their ſeparation from it, is the 
want of Chriſtian charity, I mean charity for their Governors , 
which if it could once be received and entertained amongſt thoſe 
many Goſpel-graces, which they think themſelves to be the only 

olſeſſors of, we might then have ſome hopes of ſeeing them come 
into our Churches, and there to profeſs and hold, the ſame faith 
with-us in the unity of the ſpirit and in the bond of peace, Sure 
I am, thatif we ſhould go into any of the ſeparated congregati- 
ons and confuſed aſſemblies, a great part of that multitude could 
give us no good: account of that concourſe ; if we ſhould queſtion 
them abourit: And if ſome of them ſhould tell us, that they are 
there met together to worſhip God , yet I am confident, that 
(like that uproar that was ſtirred up by the Silver-ſmiths at Ephe- 
ſus, Afts 19) the more part of them conld not tell, wherefore 
they thould come-to worſhip God«here rather then in the pub- 
lick and folemn aſſemblies. Perhaps ſome of them might tell us, 
that there they have pure ordinances, and a true Goſpel-worſhip, 
an. that in our Churches there 1s nothing but ſuperſtition and 
Popery, a mixt worihip, and a ſerving of God after the Com- 
mandments of men. But then, if we ask them further, what 
they mean by ſuperſtition, and will-worſhip, and by ſerving Gay 
er 
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aſter the Commandments of men, and the like, they are as lit- 
tle able to give us any good account, as the Child that is yet x9 
learn his A. B. C, Like Parrots, they have only learnt the expreſ- 
fion and the ſound, but as for the true ſenſe and meaning of the 
words, that they are altogether ſtrangers tq.. And tapmany of 
them, God knows ! are like to continue fo ; for their Rabbi's and 
Teachers will never inſtry& them in it, for that would utterly 
ſpoil their trade , and they will not learn it of others, And there- 
tore could we but once prels them to a reception of that ſuper- 
excellent, and truely.goſpel grace, charity, how much would it 
tend to the abating at leaſt, if not to the utter eradicating all 
hard conceits, either of our Church, or, of the Governors of it, 
out cf their minds. St. Paw! the Apoſtle in the 13. Chap. of his 
1. Epiltle to the Cor, gives usa very larg deſcription, and a very 
high Encomium of charity , and amonglt divers others, tells us, 
that theſe are its properties, #o ſuffer bh and to be kind, not te 
behave it's ſelf unlcemly, not to be overhaſty to think any evil, to 
bear all things, to believe all things, tg hope all things, and to endure 
all things. And were it not, I lay, for want of this, they would 
not thus deſpiſe Government, and ſpeak evil of thoſe things which 
they fo little underſtand, The forenamed Apoſtle hath taken all 
the care imaginable to prevent any ſuch thing. He hath ſtrictly 
commanded us, Heb. 13. 17. To obey them that hve the rule 0- 
Ver ts, and to ſubmit cur ſelves, AndNas if he had foreleen, that 
men would be ready to withhold their obedience to the) com- 
mands of their Governors, under a pretence, that the things they 
command are not plain and clear to them, and therefore,for ought 
they know, may be unlawful. As if he had foreſeen, I ſay, this 
pretence, he hath annexed a very ſtrong reaſon, to enforce their 
obedience to all things of this nature, which is this, for they 
watch for your Souls ( ſays he) as they that muſt give account. 
Which is as much as if he had ſaid more at large thus. If your 
Superiors d» command and enjoyn any thing that is lawful, nay ! 
ſuppoſe that it be ia ſome meaſure doubtful whether it be lawful 
or no, yet in all things of this nature you muſt be obedient, It 
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is not a bare conceit and fancy, that the thing commanded may 
be unlawful, that will e:cuſe your diſobedience ; for there is no- 
thing leſs then a plain command of God to the contrary, that can 
ſuperſede the commands of your Governors. And becauſe many 
of you may be apt to be overmiſtruſtful of the wiſdom, of the 
ſincerity and integrity of your Governors, and ſo may be as apt 
to ſuſpend your obedience to them, till you your ſelves ſhall ſee a 
very good reaſon for the thing commanded , do but conſider that 
your Governors are placed over you by God himſelf, that they 
watch for your Souls, their main buſineſs is to ſee that you lead 
your lives in all godlineſs and honeſty , Nay !* conſider further, 
that they muſt all give an account unto God at the great and ge- 
nerai audit, when rhe ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be revealed; how 
they have acquitted themſelves in ſuch offices and employments. 
And therefore you may not without the plaineſt reaſon ſuſpe&t 
their good intentions ; Whatſoever they define and lay down, 
they define not only for you but for themſelves too, they do not 
only teach others but themſelves alſo. And therefore if you had 
but common Chriſtian charity for your Governors, you would 
never thus deny obedience to their commands, nor withdraw your 
ijelves from the communion of our Church, in which there is no- 
thing at all enjoyned or commanded, but what is altogether a- 
greeable with, or, at leaſt, no ways contrary to, the word of God; 
Again, 

Thirdly,ale. Another cauſe or reaſon of thoſe perſons diſlike of 
; otlr Church, and conſequently of their ſeparation from it, is (if 
I may ſoexprels it) for want of a due ule of their Chriſtian li. 
berty. This perhaps may ſeem a little ſtrange to ſome perſons at 
firſt, becauſe this is one of their great pleas, for their not yielding 
obedience to their Governors in things indifferent (wiz) that 
their commanding and enjoyning ſuch things, doth too much 
intrench upon their Chriſtian liberty, and would again entangle 
them in the yoke of Bondage, But yet I queſtion not but to 
make it good. And if they would but imparcally conſult the true 
meaning of that Text, which they ſo commonly have recourſe 
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to, Gall, 5, x. They would find that the liberty which the A- 
poſtle there ſpeaks of, is not that liberty which they challenge to 
themſelves. That freedom which our Saviour Chriſt purchas'd 
for us, is a freedom trom fin, freedom from the cure ot the law, 
freedom from the ceremonial Law of Moſes, as Circumcihon and 
Sacrifices, and the like, and not in the leaſt any freedom from 
aying our obedience, to the commands of our Gavernors 1n all 

fav ful and indiffereat things, And it is a wonder to me, that a- 
ny man ſhould be ſo much beſides himſelf as to think, thot the 
leaſt drop of Chriſts Blood was fo vainly ſpent, as to purchaſe 
freedom for us in things abſolutely indiffereat ( z. e. ) in ſuch 
things as were in their own nature indifferent, concerning which 
there was no command. For theſe were free betore, and there- 
fore free to be performed before and after they are commanded, 
only the command is neceſſarily to be obeyed. Their-great ſcru- 
Pony and timerouſnels as to the uſe of ſuch indifferent and harm- 
els ceremonies, and which God hath no where forbidden, will 
rank them amongſt thoſe nice Fewiſh Chriſtians, of which the 
Apoſtle St. Paul (peaks, Coloſ. 2. 21. Who cry'd out, touch nor, 
taſt not, handle not, and that too upon: the ſame account, after 
the Doctrines and Commandments of men. For God, I ſay, hath 
no where prohibited the uſe of them, and they have no other rea- 
ſon for their not uſing them, but becauſe thoſe teachers which 
they have heaped up unto themſelves, do tell them, that they 
muſt not uſe them, And therefore we may apply that ſaying of 
our Saviour to the Jews, Fohn, 5. 43. unto theſe people, and 
ſay, though your Governors come to you in the name of God, 
who hath entruſted them with the care of theſe things, and there- 
fore they may very lawfully enjoyn them, yer theſe you will not 
hear ; but if another come in his own name, and tells you with- 
out any reaſon at all, that you may not uſe them, him you yill 
receive and hear, Thus they can ſuffer foo'!s gladly , if another 
man bring them into bondage, they can ſuffer it patiently enough; 
but it their Governors command no more then what they may 
ſafely comply with, then they kick and fling and will by no means 
endure 
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endure it, then they cry out of a reſtraiat of their Chriſtian liberty, 
whilit alas ! they are the greateſt ſlaves tothe Doctrines and com- 
mandinents of «ther men, And thus 1 ſay, it is tor want of a due 
uſe of their Chriſtian liberty, that makes chem out of conccit with 
our Church, and conſequently to ſeparate and divide from it. And 
now I have done with my Text , and thew'd you ( which was the 
main point of it) that it 1s a duty highly concerning and much in- 
cumbeat upon all Chriſtians to endeavor the ſafety, and to pray for 
the peace of the Church, And therefore, let us all, in the concluli- 
on, be perſwaded, in our (everal places and ſtations, to ule the ut- 
moſt of our endeavors thereunto. 1f / forget thee, O Jerulalem,/er 
my right hand forget her cunning ( ſays holy David) and if 1 ao not re- 
member thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, Pſalm, 137. 
5. 6, verſes. Let us not forget her many enemies, eſpecially thoſe 
Edomites ( be they Papilts or others) that cry out down with her, 
down with her, even to the ground. And as for ſuch as thele, let 
us pray unto God, that he would abate rheir pride, aſſu age their 
malice, and confound all their devices. And as for others,v ho may 
poſſibly mean well, but are moſt miſerably miſled and deluded, let 
us pray unto God, that it would pleaic him to bring into the way of 
truth all ſuch as have erred and are deceived. And let us not torget 
to pray for our Governors too, let us pray unto God, that it would 
pleaſe him to bleſs and keep the Magiſtrates, giving them grace to 
execute juſtice and to maintain truth, And by ſo doing,we may the 
better expe& and hope for the preſervation ot our religion, and for 
the proſperity and ſafety and peace of our Jeruſalem, even iolong.till 
we ſhall all come to the enjoyment of the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to 
aſſociate with tn innumerable company of Angels;till we ſhall come 
10 the general aſſembly and Church of the firſt born,which are writ- 
ten in Heaven, and to God the judg of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfe&t, Which that we all of us may,God of his infinite 
mercy grant for the merits ſake of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 
with the Pather and the holy (pirit,be all honor and glory and praile 


now and for ever, Amen. 
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A Letter Written to 4 Towng Gentleman ( « Roman Catholick) in 
Warwick-ſhie, = 


"OY 
HE extraordinary kindneſs I have for you, as a Friend, 
and the care I have for your Soul, as a Chriſtian, toge- 
ther with your late importunity, for a few Lines from 
me in referegce to your Religion , hath forced me to put Pen 
to Paper in the performance of a Task, which otherwiſe Lhould 
hardly have been perſwaded to, I am conſcious enough of my 
own 1nabilities, and I was Three or Four days in ſuſpence, whe- 
ther I ſhould comply with your defire or no. And the greateſt 
Remora was, the little good that 1 could promiſe to my lelt 
from ſuch an undertaking , and that upon a double account. 
Firſt, in regard I knew you to be Educated in the Remiſb Reli- 
you from your very Cradle, and ſo muſt needs have fuck't in 
uch prejudices againſt the Proteſtants, as were not to be rooted 
out but by a perion of greater skill and ſtrength then my (elf, 
And Secondly, in regard of what I have already intimated,(viz.) 
my gs inability for it, But when I began to conhder and 
e& whit great things God Almighty ( who turns the Hearts 
of the Children of Men as he pleaſes ) hath ſometimes wrought 
by weak Inſtruments, I preſently reſolved upon the work, and 
then to leave the iſſue and ſucceſs to him, who worketh in us 
both to will and to do of his good pleaſure, 

Your former careleſne(s, and your earneſt importunity of late, 
for ſome ſatisfation as to the Principles of your Religion, brings 
to my mind what I have oftentimes been told of ſome Sea-men 
and Marriners, ſuch as ( according to the Royal Prophets cxprel- 
ſioa) godown tothe Sea in Ships, and do their bulinefs in great 
Waters, who, though ar other times they have been carelelsand 
prophane enough, even fo far as to bid defiance to the Heavens, 
and to the Powers above , yet when the Stormy Winds and Tem- 


pelts have roſe upon them, and have threatned them with an 
incvitable 
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incvitib'e Ship-wrack and Deſtruction, have then been all on a 
ludden vonied and awak'd, and have tal'n.upon their knees in 
Prayer to that God, in whom betore they hardly ſeemed to be- 
lieve. You know (Ipreiume ) thg old Maxim, Similitudo non cur- 
r 8 quatuor pea'bus, And thereture though it will not be accom- 
modate.] ro-you un all reſpects, yet thus, | think it may. Thave 
otten heard you highly applauding the Church of Rome, and ſo 
highly extolling the goodnels ot the Ko-2e/b Religion, as to ſeem 
utcerly to diſlike that of the Proteſtants, and to give but litcle re- 
gard to any thing that could or might be ſaid, in vindication of 
the truth and purity of it, This indeed was moſtly, while the 
{eaſun was ſerene and calm enough towards thoſe of that Religi- 
cn, and the Penal ſtatutes that have heretofore been mage againſt 
them, but rarely put in execution, But {13ce the diſcovery ot a late 
daimnable and bloody Plor, ot fone at leaſt, if not of moſt of the 
Papiſts in England, againit Fperſon of a mild and Gracious {/1ince, 
even to the taking away hs lite, and by that means to «<xrirpare 
the Proteſtanr Religin. hath alarm'd the higher Pawers, and gi- 
ven them ſufficient reaiun to inflict the utmoſt rigor aud tevericy 
of the Laws upon the whole crew : 1 his may perchance have con- 
t:;bured fomerhing row :rds the rouzing and a'vakening you too, 
to make ſome [crutiny and earch int the g nels of rhat Religion 
of the Proteltants, that hath promoted thum to ſo much mildneſs 
and gentienels towards you, and int ihe Principles of that Religi- 
on of the Papilts, which puts her votaries ( both Prictts and Laicks) 
vpon ſuch ungratcful, bloody and unjuſtifiable practiſes, By what 
hat! already paſſed ({ upon thus acco!nt) 2gainſt thole of your Re- 
l;gion, we may nearly guets what will be turther done. And (ure- 
I you have bur little reaton to think, but that thuſe who ſha:l refule 
the: Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, when tender'd to them, 
(hall have the utmoſt Teverity of che Laws inflicted upon them.And 
what thoſe Laws are, I think you have n» need of any anformation, 

Really Sir Thatean Hypocrice in Religion with all my heart,luch 
pg *:6: ( as I reme n ber Mr. Gale call: them ) that are for that Re- 
[;2ion that makes moſt for their intercſt, be ut what 1t will. And 
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I would never go about to periwade any one to renounce, and far- 
lake a good Religion, and thereby to 112zard his foul { which is 
more worth thana thouſand worlds) to lave an cltacs, And rhe 
great Author of our Chriitian Religion hath told us, that wv hoſo- 
ever doth not bear his Crofs and come atter him, he cannot be his 
Diiciple. But all that I would pertwade y ou to 1s Icrtoully toen- 
quire, whether that Religion you now protels, be a p0.d Religi- 
on or no. And let mc teil you this, that tuch a zeal as puts a man 
upon the lols of an cltate, tor the take of that Religion 11:0 which 
he was drawn, when he icarce knew the difference ber ixt goud 
and evil, and hath teen ever fince kept in the dark , and nut per- 
nittcd to ſearch into the {oundnels and goodnels of it ; as it 15 an 
unjuſtihable zeal, becaule not according to knowledge , fo it is ne- 
ver to be expecicd, that it ſhould be rewarded with Houſes and 
Lands in this world, or with Glory in the world to come. Pe per- 
{waded therefore to enquire into the grounds of your Relizion, be- 
fore you expole your ſelf ro ſuch inconveniences, and Dffcs fer 
it's ſake. Confulrt ſome able con{cientious Divincs of tke Church 
of Enzlandaboxt it, andIam (ure you are not altogether a ſtran- 
er to ſome, who are able and will be willing to give you all rea- 
tonable ſatisfaction, Ic is a piece of natural juſtice, to kear both 
Parties Tpeak before we conden:n either. Doth our Law judge 
any one before it hear him, and know what he doth, faid Vrco- 
demws a Ruler of the Fews ? But truely I think that the negle% of 
conſulting the Writings of the Divines of the Church of Exy/and, 
and the over-eafic beliet of whatever your Prieſts do buzz into your 
ears, may juſtly expole moſt of your Religizn, to the cenſure of 
having too much partiality, and too little juſtice. Bur, Pray Sir, 
do but conſider the wonderful charms of Empire and riches, and 
to what horrid impieties, they have ſometimes hurried the great- 
eſt part of men. And why may not molt of thoſe Doctrines,w hich 
the Church of Rome is lo zealous to maintain, be no» other ( for 
any thing you know yet) then what do _—— tlow trom the 
mighty thirſt after riches and Empire, whic ny of the Popes. 
of Rome have been eminently remarkable for 7 I think I could m_ 
ome 
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ſome that have had their ſole riſe and ſpring from thence, but 
that I ſtudy all poſſible brevity. But however, let me mind you 
of conſulting their Do&trines about Purgatory, about Pardons and 
Indalgences, and thoſe of depoſing ( as they call them ) Heretical 
Kings and Princes, AndIam perſwaded you will find, that the 
only root from whence they did at firſt ſpring, was no other (what- 
ever is pretended) then that forenamed, The hre of Purgatory 
keeps the old Gentleman warm, his Pardons and Indulgences fill 
his holineſſe's Coffers ; The faying Maſſes for the dead, brings in 
ſy many good rents, that the Prieſts ſtand in no great need of 
help from the living. This is the craft by which they get their 
wealth,and therefore theſe Do<rines are-the great Diana's amongſt 
them. The Church ef Rowe hath at all times, ever ſince the Re- 
formation, been charged by the Divines of the Church of England, 
with that damnable {a of Idolatry, And if you could be perlwa- 
ded impartiully, to peruſe the late writings of the Learned and well- 
read Door Stillingfleet, you would begin to fuipeR, rhat they of 
that Church are not altogether free from it. Their praying to Saints, 
their Doctrines of merits, their depriving the Laity of the Cup in 
the Holy Sacrament of the Lords Supper, and many other ſuch like 
things as I could name, are clearly and directly contrary to the Holy 
Scriptures. And this too you would be fully convinc'd of, if you 
could once be perlwaded to read them. And to what purpoſe were 
they written and delivered to the World, but that they might be 
read ? Do not therefore any longer ſuffer your Prieſts, to take awa 

that Key of knowledge from you, who will not enter in themſelves, 
nor ( by their good will ) ſuffer others, that are willing to enter. 
You had need to have an extraordinary good opinion of thoſe who 
keep you thus in the dark. For my part, ſhould they deal thus with 
me, I ſhould very much doubt their honeſt intentions, and at leaſt 
conclude, that they look'd upon me either as a Mad-man or a Fool, 
And ſome expreſſions that have falPn from their Pens of late, makes 
me apt to believe,that they have ſcarce any better thoughts of moſt 
Lay men of your Religion, And ſurely were it not that they do 
think ſo, they would never have gone about to impoſe upon them, 
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fich ridiculous fopperies and Pageant-like ceremonies, fo far frat 
being grave and fignificant,and ſuch as may become Rceligizn, that [ 
have ottentimes thought, that as it was in Heathen Rome hieretofore, 
{ot is in Rome Chriſhan (iz) that your Prieſts have much ado, to 
contain from ſmiling when they meet one another in the ſtreets, to 
think how eafily they Gull and delude you. Were i: not that 1 am 
un'villing to tranſgrels too much the bounds of an Epiltle, I could 
ſay a great deal more(but nothing more then what's truc)againſt the 
Konniſh Religion. But inregard that it was your own doingsto put me 
upon this work,l hope you will the more readily pardon me, 1f I d9 
tran{greſs, Neverthclels, there is but one thing more that I ſhall ar 
preſent ſpeak of;And that 15,ro ask you,how you can poſſibly fauſter 
or entertain any good thoughts of lucha Religion,as encourages and 
prompts men to Aſſaſſinations and murders, and ſuch like Helliſh 
Artifices, to propagate and uphold it > That ſome of your Religion 
have been lately,as well as formerly,guilty of theſe things,is ſo plain- 
ly apparent, that nothing but an uamealurable ſtore of confidence 
can deny it. And for theſe things, the Jeſuits are noted throughout a 
great part of the Chriſtian World , tor = 9 hath not been the 
only Scene where they have acted theſe kind of Villanies. The bluody 
Maſlacre in Jreland (which 1s (till freſh in the memories of many liv- 
ing)that too in Fraxce, and another at Piedmont,and elſewhere, hath 
ſufficiently made them known in thoſe parts. And for theſe things, 
they better deſerve the name of Turks than Chriſtians, And thar all 
of that way, are not as deeply concern'd as the other, is owing more 
to a generous temper,and a naturally mild and tender diſpoſition, or 
f xchlike, then totheir Religion, whoſe Principles, I am ſure, if fui; 
underſtood and followed,would put them upon as great,and(if poſſt- 
ble)greater impieties. But alas ! the miſery of it is, they do not yet 
know the miſfry of the iniquity of the Church of Roe ; for if they 
did ( as your Prieſts are well aware of) they would certainly be at- 
frighted at it's diſmal ſight, and utterly renounce all Communion 
with it, Such Principles as lead to cruelty and blood are undoubted- 
ly the Poſitions of the Church of Rome , but they are not to be dil- 
cover'd, but at ſome certain times when their cauſe is like to be pro- 
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moted by them,nor but to ſome perſons whom they find to be the 
molt ſavage and inhumane.They pick aury for the Tryal,or rather, 
for the acting of their cauſe,out of the Butchers-roe, But once again, 
is that Religion. think you; true and Chriſtian that encourages rebel- 
lion,and treaſun,and murder: Alas!God would have no men to ſpeak 
or 2:t wickedly for him. Their Religion is vain,and their damnation 
will be juſt, who do ſuch apparent evils, under a pretence they may 
do good thereby. Surely, thele very things will make every lober, 
well-meaning Chrittian,to abhorr and deteſt them.Can that Religi. 
on be true and good,which will not ſuffer you to be true and loyal ro 
your King,and to yield obedience 1n all lawful things, to the higher 
Powers, under whom God hath ſubjefted us? Can that Religion 
be true, which will not ſuffer = to [wear Allegiance to your 
Princes or, if you do, will afterwards diſpenſe with you for the 
breach of ſuch an Oath;when the word of God itſelf ( which is more 
to be hearken'd to ſurely than the Pope) hath commanded us to 
keep the Kings Commandment, and that in regard of the Oath of 
God? Can that Religion be warrantable,which would deprive Prin- 
ccs of their Power in the external Goverament of the Church,when 
the word of God hath all along allowed and approv'd it, as is plain 
throughout the whole Bible: The Popes ſupremacy(which I find you 
highly favor;is an unjuſt uſurpation,and there isnot the leaſt intima- 
tion in the Scriptures for itzunleſs you will admit of a Paſce oves,feed 
my ſheep ; or dw» lwmina fecit Dews, God made two great lights,the 
Sun torule the day,the Moon and the Starrs to govern the night, as 
ſufficient proofs of it. And ſurely theſe texts will as little prove the 
Popes ſupremacy.as that text, Abraham begat 1ſaac, would prove the 
unlawfulnels of Non-reſidency, But did I ſay, that the Popes ſupre- 
macy 15 an uſurpation*Why ſurely fo it is,and eſpecially here in Eng- 
land, where I could never yet underitand any good title he had to it, 
Whenever he had it,it was got cither by fraud or force,and therefore 
hs might very well expe to loſe it, whenthe right heir ſhould claim 
his own, The Pope,that ſtrong man armed,kept it by meer force and 
ſtrength for a while, butat length came Hexrythe Eighth,who being 
a Prince of courage and ſtronger than the Pope, threw him out, and 
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the Kings of England, cceſſors,have all reaſon to ſee to the k 
ing poſleſſion ot that, that is one of the moſt precious Jewels of the 
Crown. To be brief, Sir, I would eatheſtly imporrune you to conſult 
the Oaths of Allegiance and ſupremacy, which will ( it's preſum'd) 
e're long be tender'd to you, And I verily believe that = can find 
nothing at all in either of them but what may very ſately be taken 
by all good Chriſtians. And when you have taken them, let me as ear- 
neſtly umportune you to keep them ; for however ſome may pleaſe 
themſelves with the Popes diſpenſation, and think that that will 
juſtfie and excuſe them, in the breach of thoſe or either of thoſe 
Oaths;yet God himſelf hath told us,that he will not hold them guilt- 
leſs (4.e,)he will ſeverely puniſh and revenge himſelf upon thoſe,who 
take his namein vain, - I have but one thing more to ſay,which juſt 
now comes into my mind, and that will relate to an expreſſion 
which(in my own hearing) came lately from you. You was ſaying, 
not long ſince,that if you ſhould change your Religion. yet you would 
hardly do it at this time, becauſe (as you then ſaid;the world would 
think,that you did it more out of fear then conſcience. The very ex- 
preſſion{my thought;did portend ſome good,and put me in ſome lit- 
tle hopes of a ch 1nge.But I beſeech you Sir,if you have any convicy- 
ons wrought in you of the goodnels,of the purity and peaceablenels 
of the Proteſtant Religion, and of the quite contrary qualities of the 
Romiſh,take heed of ſmothering & ſtiteling ſuch convictions (though 
but for an hour)for that may tend to the utter ruin of you both here 
and hereafter. Let no man refuſe to hear,when God Almighty calls. 
Never be afraid or aſham'd to own and embrace that Religion,which 
(if you live but up to the Principles of it)will render you a true Ser- 
vant to God, a loyal ſubje& to your King, and a faithful friend to 
your friend,though his perſwaſion in Religion be never fo diflering. 
And let me tell you this Sir, that I could never \etyqperiy ade my 
ſelf,that a Rowan Catholick ( quaten Reman Catholick) could ever 
be reckon'd as a good Chriſtian, a Loyal Subje&, cr a true Friend, 
And now Sir, that you may be no longer a ſtranger, to the Pious 
Devotions of that Charch, 1a whoſe Communion I ( as well as ma- 
ny others ) ſhould be very glad and joyful to {ze vou,l have tent you 
herewith 
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herewith, the Book of Common-Prayer, and Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments, and other Rites and Ceremonies according to the uſe 
of the Church of England, deſiring you lerioully to perute it, and to 
accept of it, asa oift and preſent from your Friend. In which Book, 
you will tind the moſt Ptous, Pethy, and well-compoled Prayers, 
which are made unto God ( whois the only hearer of Prayers) aad 
not to the Saints, who are altogether ignorant of us, which are made 
in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, there being no other Name given unto 
Men whereby they can be Saved ; which, in ſhort, afe ſuch Prayers, 
that any one that knows but the Engliſh Tongue, may readily un- 
derſtand, and thereby know, what 1t is he begs of Gcd, and that 
he doth not ask for a Stone, when he intends Bread ; or for a Scer- 
pent, when he intends a Fiſh z which the ignorant People of the 
Church of Rome, who fay their Prayers in an unknown Tongue, 
cannot be aſſured of, 

Thus Sir I have anſwered your deſire, in giving you ſome ſhort 
Mement»'s of the unſoundneſs of the Romiſb Religion. And if you 
require farther proof of it, I will then refer you to the Writings of 
ſome of our Famous and Learned Divines of the Church of Ezg/and, 
and to which there was never any Reply yet made,that could deſerve 
the name of an Anſwer. And really Sir, it is no little evidence of the 
weakneſs of their cauſe, when they have no other Arguments to de- 
fend it with,than Daggers and Piſtols. You lee Sir, that I have an- 
ſwered your requeſt in beſtowing a Sheet of Paper upon you, with 
what intent and delign you put me upon it, you know beſt. But if it 
was no worſe then with what T Writ it, I may then be confident of a 
favcrable reception, and candid interpretation of theſe few Lines, 
irem him, who 1s, Sir, 


Your unfeigned Friend, 
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